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INTRODUCTION FOR THE WEST AURORA HIGH REGISTRATION GUIDE 
 

West Aurora High School is one of the leading public high schools in Illinois.  It enjoys a long-standing reputation for 
excellence in academic achievement.  Our students are exposed to challenging subject matter in both academic and vocational 
courses.  In order to make the most of the educational opportunities offered at West Aurora High School, we urge students and 
parents to make a four-year educational plan that includes the studentôs plans and goals before the student enters the freshman 
year.  During the high school years, we recommend that parents and students examine and evaluate their initial plans to 
accommodate changes in the studentôs interest or future plans. 

The West Aurora High School staff has developed the curriculum guide to aid parents and students in their planning 
efforts throughout the high school years.  We urge parents and students to read and become familiar with the information 
included here.  We strongly recommend, however, that parents and students make regular contacts with the Guidance 
Department and the studentôs individual guidance counselor in addition to consulting the registration guide when selecting 
courses or making career planning decisions.  The Guidance Department is an excellence source of information about college 
and vocational requirements, the overall curriculum, and the registration process.  Entering freshman students and parents 
should also consult their middle school teachers and counselors when making course selections for the ninth grade year. 

 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
 

A Student must earn a minimum of 22 credits to graduate from West Aurora High School. 
Students must take the Prairie State Achievement Exam to receive an Illinois high school diploma (unless exempt).  

Below are the minimum graduation requirements as required by the State of Illinois.  Actual class schedules will depend on post-

secondary plans. 

 

Class of 2010 and 2011 
A minimum of 22 units of credit, including the following courses: 
  

English  3 credits (1 Grammar/Writing: 1 Sophomore Lit.; 1 American Lit/Writing) 
 Math  3 credits (1 Algebra; 1 Math course with Geometrical Concepts; 1 Math Elective) 
 Science  2 credits  
 Social Studies 2 credits (½ Government; ½ Economics; 1 US History) 
 Health  ½ credit 
 PE/Driver Ed 3 ½ credits 
 Electives 8 credits 

 

 

Class of 2012 and 2013 
A minimum of 22 units of credit, including the following courses: 
  

English  4 credits (1 Grammar/Writing; 1 Sophomore Lit.; 1 American Lit/Writing; 1 English Elective) 
 Math  3 credits (1 Algebra; 1 Math course with Geometrical Concepts; 1 Math Elective) 
 Science  2 credits  
 Social Studies 2 credits (½ Government; ½ Economics; 1 US History) 
 Health  ½ credit 
 PE/Driver Ed 3 ½ credits 

Electives 7 credits (must include at least 1 credit of art, music, foreign language, or vocational 
     education) 

 

 
1. Under special circumstances, junior and senior students can obtain a ñPhysical Education waiverò.  When a student 
receives a ñPhysical Education waiverò, the student must schedule an additional course in place of PE.  Students can 
obtain more information about Physical Education waivers by contacting their guidance counselor. 
 

2. A student may meet the Consumer Education requirement by taking and passing the Consumer Education Proficiency 
Examination or by enrollment in a school-sponsored work co-op program in the senior year.  In either case, students 
substitute another social studies class for the Economics course since two years of social studies are required for 
graduation. 
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DEFINITION OF TERMS 
CREDIT: A measure of school achievement.  A student earns .5 credits by passing a semester-long course.  

Students must complete at least 22 credits to graduate from West Aurora High School.  Typically, 
students enroll in six or seven courses each semester and therefore have the opportunity to earn 3 or 
3.5 credits per semester and 6 or 7 credits per year. 

ELECTIVE:   An elective course which does not necessarily meet a specific graduation requirement. 
PREREQUISITE: A condition a student must meet in order to enroll in the next course in a series of courses.  For 

example, a student must pass Algebra 1 before enrolling in Geometry. 
REQUIRED 
COURSE: A course a student must pass in order to graduate.  For example, a student must pass Government in 

order to graduate from West Aurora High School. 
SEQUENTIAL:  The order in which students take courses.  For example, students complete Design before enrolling in 

3-D Art. 

 
CURRICULUM REGISTRATION GUIDELINES 

West Aurora High School conducts pre-registration in the fall prior to the upcoming school year.  Students select courses for the 
next year with input from teachers, guidance counselors and parents.  West Aurora High School mails a listing of the courses 
selected by each student to their parents in late June.  Parents review the course selections and contact their studentôs 
counselor if there are any errors.  The guidance staff will make all corrections and updates prior to the start of the scheduling 
process.  Parents and students should consider the course schedule developed during the pre -registration process as 
final.  
 

SCHOOL FEES 
Lab fees are listed under the course name.  These fees are per semester, unless otherwise stated, and subject to change after 
printing due to price increases in supplies and handling. 
 

DROPPING A COURSE 
Changes to selected courses will not be considered by the Guidance Department after May 1

st
.  Any student requesting a 

change in schedule must do so in writing to his/her Guidance Counselor prior to the May 1
st
 deadline. 

 
If changes to selected courses need to be considered after the May 1

st
 deadline, due to extenuating personal circumstances or 

summer college visitations by Juniors and Seniors, those situations will need to be presented in writing to the Guidance 
Department chairman by August 1

st
. 

 

STUDENT CLASSIFICATION 
West Aurora High School classifies students as 9

th
, 10

th
, 11

th
, and 12

th
 graders.  The standards for classification are as follows: 

          NINTH GRADE:  Entering from eighth grade or students with less than 5 credits 
         TENTH GRADE:  5 credits through 9.5 credits earned 
  ELEVENTH GRADE:  10 credits through 15.5 credits earned 
    TWELFTH GRADE:  Minimum of 16 credits 
West Aurora High School classifies students at the end of the spring semester.  Students who attend summer school may be 
reclassified prior to the start of the fall semester. 
 

EARLY GRADUATION 
Most students take four years to complete the graduation requirements.  It is possible, however, for a student to complete all 
graduation requirements at the end of the first semester of the senior year.  Students who wish to attempt an early graduation 
should contact their guidance counselor early in their high school career.  West Aurora High School requires students who 
graduate early to have parent permission. 
 

DUAL CREDIT COURSES 
Dual credit courses are classes that are taken at the Junior/community college level.  The students receive high school credit as 
well as Junior/community college credit.  Students who enroll in these courses must have prior approval from their guidance 
counselor.  Guidance counselors will approve enrollment only in courses that are not part of the West Aurora High School 
curriculum and do not pose a scheduling conflict.  To be eligible for this option, students must: 

¶ Have earned at least 16 credits 

¶ Have a GPA of 2.0 or higher 
Parents must sign an agreement concerning the course.  Parents must be willing to assume all costs involved and provide 
transportation.  Students can earn a maximum of 2 credits (or four 3-hour college courses). 
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GRADING SCALE 
The West Aurora High School staff uses the following letter grades to report progress to parents at the end of each quarter and 
semester: 
   A ï Excellent 
   B ï Good 
   C ï Average 
   D ï Poor 
   F ï Failure/no credit received 
 
Occasionally, the mark ñIò (Incomplete) is used.  This mark indicates that the studentôs work is not complete.  Teachers only use 
this mark in instances when the student has been unable to meet course requirements due to circumstances beyond the 
studentôs control.  The mark automatically becomes an ñFò if the student does not complete the missing course work within two 
weeks after the end of the semester.  The studentôs teacher can request an extension of the two- week time period. 
 

GRADE POINT AVERAGE 
The grade point average (GPA) is an average of all grades received for all classes taken with the exception of Pass/Fail options, 
which are not counted in the GPA.  Each letter grade has a point value: 
     Regular Classes  Honors Classes 
            A = 4          A = 5 
             B = 3          B = 4 
            C = 2          C = 3 
            D = 1          D = 2 
            F = 0              F = 0 
To determine the GPA, add the number of point earned for each letter grade and divide the total by the number of classes taken.  
Do not count a course in which a Pass (P) grade is recorded. 
 

HONOR ROLL 
A student who earns a GPA between 3.5 and 3.99 in a semester will be on the honor roll.  A student who earns a GPA of 4.0 
and over in a semester will be on the high honor roll. 
 

RANK IN CLASS 
When the GPA has been determined for each student, all averages are placed in order from highest to lowest.  Each class is 
ranked separately.  Each student is given a position number from one to the total number of students in each class.  When two 
people have the same GPA, the same rank is assigned to both and the next rank drops two places. 
 

SCHOOL YEAR/SCHOOL DAY 
The school year is 36 weeks in length and is divided into two semesters of 18 weeks each.  Each semester consists of four, four 
and a half week grading periods.  Students receive final grades at the end of each semester.  Each school day consists of eight 
50 minute class periods.  Each student will have one 50 minute required lunch/SLC period during the school day.  All students 
begin the day with the first period class at 7:30 am.  West Aurora High School does not permit students to audit courses. 
 

HOMEBOUND 
In order to receive Homebound/Hospital instruction, the student must have a medical certificate signed by the doctor and 
parent(s) stating that the student will be absent from school for a minimum of two weeks. 
 

ARMED FORCES 
The ñNo Child Left Behindò law requires high schools to provide military and college recruiters, upon request, access to name, 
address and phone number of any high school Junior or Senior.  If you do not want School District 129 to disclose this 
information without your prior written consent, you must notify, in writing, the Assistant Principal of Curriculum by September 
15

th
.  A letter must be submitted each year.  
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VALEES/Waubonsee Community College Articulation Agreement 
 
West Aurora High School is a member of the Valley Education for Employment System (VALEES).  As a result of an agreement 
between VALEES and Waubonsee Community College, West High School graduates can earn college credit from WCC when 
learning experiences at the high school level duplicates those at the college level.  Articulated credit enables students to receive 
advanced placement to save time and money and to avoid duplication of material already learned in high school.  Students must 
earn an A or B in the high school class and apply for credit within two years of graduation from high school.  The following is a 
list of courses at West Aurora High School for which articulated credit can be earned.  Students should see their guidance 
counselor for the ñCollege Credit Articulation Formò.  For a complete list of requirements, call VALEES at (630) 466-2474 or visit 
the website at www.VALEES.org.  All vocational courses are aligned with the state courses and this is noted by the 3 digit 
number following the course description, (i.e. B110) 
 

Classes taken at West Aurora High School: 
      

Accounting I & II 
     Advanced Computer Applications I 
     Business Technology & Marketing Essentials I & II and Economics 
     Clothing I & II 
     Construction & Building Trades 
     Culinary Arts II 
     Early Childhood Occupations I & II 
     Fashion Merchandising I & II 
     Health Sciences  
     Keyboarding  
     Technical Drafting I & II 
     Vocational Printing 
     Word Processing 
 

Classes articulated at Waubonsee Community College: 
 
Credits:  Course:  
 
3  Accounting (ACC 115) 
3  Basic Technical Drafting (CAD 100) 
3  Career Explorations in Early Childhood (ECE 102) 
3  Construction Industry Internship (CMT 298) 
3  Intro to Early Childhood Education (ECE 101) 
1  Introduction to MAC OSX (GRD 101) 
1  Keyboarding (AOS 100) 
1  Keyboarding (AOS 101) and  
1  Beginning Word Processing (MCS 130) 
1  Beginning Word Processing (MCS 130) 
3  Marketing & Selling for Small Business (SBU 120) 
1  Medical Terms for Health Occupations (AOS 222) 
 

Classes taken at Joliet Junior College 
 
3  Exploring the Hospitality Industry (HRM 120) 
 

Classes taken at College of DuPage 
 
3  Clothing Construction I (Home Economics 155) 
3  Selected Topics (Fashion 190) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.valees.org/
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ACADEMY PROGRAMS 
 

HEALTH SCIENCES CAREER ACADEMY 
 

Health Sciences Career Academy is a school within a school for students interested in health care occupations after high 
school.  It is a three-year program starting at the sophomore level.  Enrollment is limited to students who apply and meet specific 
entry criteria.  Students interested in health care occupations should see their counselor for an application. 
 

FRESHMAN ACADEMY 
 

The Freshman Academy is a school within a school exclusively for first year freshman students.  Small class size and a great 
deal of individualized attention assist students in being successful their first year of high school.  Students are placed in the 
Freshman Academy based on middle school teacher recommendations and test results. 
 

 
DIVERSIFIED PROGRAM 

 
Students who qualify for special education services will have their educational placement and educational environment 
discussed and determined at the studentôs annual review meeting. 
 

 
EIGHT PERIOD DAY INITIATIVES 

 
INSTRUCTIONAL ASSISTANCE (IA) 

 
¶ Optional period that creates an atmosphere conducive to studying in a large setting. 

¶ Teachers from various departments assist students while they study. 

¶ Provides extra time and opportunity to receive instruction. 

¶ Additional help is available in Project Excellence. 

 
INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCE (IR) 

 
¶ Required resource period providing assistance from staff in a small setting. 

¶ Math, English, and Science teachers in Project Excellence are available for help. 

¶ Weekly logs measure growth in learning keeping students and staff accountable. 

¶ Students form relationships with faculty who are not their teachers. 

 
SMALL LEARNING COMMUNITIES (SLC) 

 
¶ A fifteen minute opportunity for students to connect with an adult at West Aurora High School. 

¶ Students learn about school culture, people, and places in a positive, small environment. 

¶ Making a large school smaller through professional student teacher relationships. 

 
PROJECT EXCELLENCE 

 
¶ Highly effective tutoring environment focusing on Math, English, and Science. 

¶ Students are encouraged to come prepared and ready to ask questions. 

¶ Emphasis on following school guidelines fosters high expectations and results. 
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CAREERS AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION 
 

BUSINESS EDUCATION 
 

INTRODUCTION TO BUSINESS 1:  0501 (fall) 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
This is the first or introductory course in the business education curriculum.  Introduction to Business 1 explores the role and 
purpose of business in our economic system with emphasis on what everyone should know to function effectively as a 
consumer and a worker in a free-enterprise economy.  Students are required to purchase a workbook.              B110 
 

INTRODUCTION TO BUSINESS 2:  512 (spring) 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
This is a continuation of the study as described in Introduction to Business 1.  Focus is on the student as an independent 
member of society focusing on career and individual financial planning.  A student may take either semester or both semesters 
as an independent course.  Students are required to purchase a workbook.                      B110 
 

KEYBOARDING:  0601 (fall) 0602 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $10.00 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
Students will learn basic touch keyboarding on a computer keyboard.  Basic keyboarding skills will be developed and applied in 
the production of short reports, business letters, tables, outlines and other business and personal forms.  For proficiency in 
either personal or business use, Word Processing (0611) (0612) is highly recommended as a follow-up course.  A lab fee is 
required. 
 

WORD PROCESSING:  0611 (fall) 0612 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $10.00 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Keyboarding with a passing grade or proficiency test and consent of the instructor 
This course is designed to improve and build upon skills developed in Keyboarding.  It will enhance the application of those skills 
utilizing computers and word processing programs.  Word Processing is highly recommended for college-bound students and 
students with vocational interests in business careers.  Skill applications will include multi-page term papers with footnotes, 
business letter, and a variety of additional projects.  Students are required to pay a lab fee.              B120 
 

ACCOUNTING 1:  0563 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  None 
Students will learn to apply basic accounting principles as they complete financial records for a sole proprietorship, a 
partnership, and a corporation.  Emphasis will be on understanding the complete accounting cycle, accounting terminology, and 
the importance of accurate financial records in a profitable and successful business enterprise.  Career opportunities in the field 
of accounting will be an integral part of the instruction.  Students are required to purchase a workbook and practice sets. 
                        B215 
 

ACCOUNTING 1 HONORS:  0573 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Algebra 1 with a ñBò or better and instructor consent 
Students study the basic accounting principles covered in Accounting 1 at an accelerated pace.  In addition, students will: (1) 
learn to use specialized computer software to solve accounting problems, (2) complete a minimum of two comprehensive, 
computer-based accounting simulations, (3) be responsible for independent exploration of accounting career opportunities, and 
(4) apply advanced mathematical concepts to the solution of business/accounting problems.  Students are required to purchase 
workbooks, computerized practice sets and computer data disks.                 B215 
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ACCOUNTING 2:  0583 (Regular) 0593 (Honors) 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Passing first course in the sequence and instructor consent for Honors 
Basic computerized accounting concepts will be integrated using IBM compatible computers.  Students will review the 
accounting cycle as it applies to corporate accounting with the introduction of managerial and cost accounting concepts.  Further 
exposure to career opportunities in the field of accounting will be provided with field trips, guest speakers, and other classroom 
experiences.  Students are required to purchase a workbook, computerized practice sets and computer data disks.  Honors 
credit will be granted for successful completion of additional course work assigned by instructor.  Additional course work will 
include a minimum of one additional computerized accounting simulation project per semester and an accounting career 
research paper.                       B315 
 

BUSINESS COMPUTER APPLICATIONS:  801 (fall) 802 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $10.00 
(PC, Spreadsheet, Data Base) 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Keyboarding strongly recommended 
This class provides computer skills that you will need in college.  This course is for the student who has already been introduced 
to the touch method of keyboarding.  In this hands-on computer class, the students will learn to use Microsoft Office 2007.  The 
components of Microsoft Office 2007 that are covered in this course are Word, Excel, Access, and PowerPoint.  Students will be 
able to create professional looking documents using Microsoft Word.  Microsoft Excel will be used to create spreadsheets that 
allow students to enter and format data, calculate data using a variety of methods, and generate and format charts.  Students 
will enter data, create and format tables, forms and reports and query data using Microsoft Access.  Microsoft PowerPoint will be 
used to create business related presentations.  The students will be able to integrate the programs doing various ñreal worldò 
applications.                       B105 
 

ADVANCED COMPUTER APPLICATIONS:  0651 (fall) 0652  (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $10.00 
(Electronic Office) 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Keyboarding strongly recommended 
This course is a continuation of Business Computer Applications.  This is a hands-on computer course which prepares students 
to attain proficiency in the advanced features of Word, PowerPoint, Excel and Access.  The students will be able to integrate the 
programs doing various ñreal worldò applications.                  B204    B206 
 

COMPUTER PUBLISHING & PROMOTION:  0811 (fall) 0812 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $10.00 
(Word, Publisher and FrontPage software for PCôs 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Keyboarding 
This is a hand-on computer course that exposes students to practical examples of the computer as a useful desktop publishing 
tool.  Students will design and create flyers, advertisements, newsletters, brochures, booklets and other publications.  This class 
uses Microsoft Publisher 2007.                     B216 
 

BUSINESS AND PERSONAL LAW 1:  0711 (fall) 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
This is an introductory law class that focuses on ethics and the law, the sources of the law, the structure of our court systems, 
civil law versus criminal law, the various types of torts and crimes, contract law, numerous legal insights by participating in a 
mock trial and visiting a real court. 
 

BUSINESS AND PERSONAL LAW 2:  0722 (spring) 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
This second semester of law further examines contract law as it applies to the law of sales, consumer law, agency law, 
employment law, property law, and banking law. 
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INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS:  0771 (fall) 0772 (spring) 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:   ñCò or better in Expository Composition 
This course is designed to relate marketing, business, management and economic principles to the interdependence of nations 
all over the globe.  The content areas are designed to develop the appreciation, knowledge, skills, and abilities needed to live 
and work in a global marketplace.  The students will develop an understanding of how cultural values and expectations affect 
the interactions between businesses dealing globally.  The class will provide the students with opportunities to explore careers in 
international business.  The development of an international business plan will also be an integral part of this course.  Students 
are required to purchase a workbook.                    B256 
 

MARKETING 1:  0741 (fall) 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
Students will explore the world of marketing in todayôs global competitive marketplace with the focus on sports & entertainment.  
Content includes examining how marketing impacts society, the basics of marketing, marketing for E-Commerce, developing the 
promotional mix, and using marketing research.  Specific student activities will include hands on projects involving DECAôs club 
activities.  Students will also design and analyze market research for businesses in the Aurora Community.  Students are 
required to purchase a workbook.                    B235 
 

MARKETING 2:  0752 (spring) 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course begins by reviewing the marketing concepts and interpersonal skills vital for a career in management and 
marketing, focusing on sports and entertainment.  Units of study include developing marketing strategies, determining the best 
price, developing the promotional mix (advertising and sales promotions_, developing new products, and selling to satisfy the 
customer.  Studentsô projects include developing sales presentations, creating promotional materials, and planning products and 
packaging.  Students will use the same workbook purchases in the fall semester.               B240 
 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP ð CREATING YOUR OWN BUSINESS:  0762 (spring) 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisi te:  None 
If you have ever dreamed of owning your own business, this course can help you.  Creating and operating a small business 
requires hard work.  You will explore the nature of entrepreneurship and what makes a successful entrepreneur.  You will be 
collaborating ideas, writing a business plan and exploring strategies for purchasing, pricing, selling, promotion, financing, and 
staffing.  Students will participate in Virtual Business, a business simulation.  Students will need to purchase a workbook. 
 

WORK EXPERIENCE CAREER EXPLORATION PROGRAM (WECEP):  6633 (Class) 6643 (Work) 
Open to:  9, 10    Length:  1 year    Credit:  2.0 (1.0 class & 1.0 work) 
Prerequisite:  Consent of instructor is required. 
WECEP is designed to provide 14-15 year old students with career exploration, employability skills and eventual job placement.  
The program focuses on personal attitudes, self-esteem, work ethics and their relationship to school endeavors and personal life 
choices.  Behavior, attendance, and grades are closely monitored.  Parental support is a must!                 INT600 
 

BUSINESS INTERNSHIP:  0673 (Class) 0683 (Work 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  2.0 (1.0 class & 1.0 work) 
Prerequisite:  None 
Business internship is a course that relates instruction and on-the-job training.  The goal is to give students a background of 
positive work habits, attitudes, skills, and desirable personality traits to function productively in the workplace.  Students are 
required to participate in fund-raising activities and highly recommended to compete in skills competitions.             B600 

 
DIRECTED STUDY IN BUSINESS:  0743 
Open to:  12    Length:  1 semester/repeated once Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  None 
This is a capstone course for those students who have successfully completed one year of the Business Internship program.  
Students will have the opportunity to participate in advanced learning within business and management occupations through job 
shadowing, internships and /or part-time employment.  Classroom instruction will focus on management as an employee and an 
employer.  In addition, an educational plan will be developed with the instructor to address individual student career goals.  This 
course can be taken twice for further development in these areas.  Transportation required for participation in this program is the 
responsibility of the student.   
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FAMILY, CAREER & CONSUMER SCIENCES 
 

FOODS 1:  3011 (fall) 3012 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $28.00 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course consists of units in basic meal planning and nutrition, measuring, table setting, safety and sanitation, quick and 
yeast breads, sauces, eggs, cheese, microwave cookery and a final catering project.  Career opportunities will be presented.  A 
lab fee is required.                     H110 
 

FOODS 2:  3021 (fall) 3022 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $28.00 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in Foods 1 
This course consists of units in nutrition, pasta, vegetables, fruits, sandwiches, garnishes, pastry, cookies, cakes, salads, 
casseroles, and weight management.  Career opportunities will be presented.  A lab fee is required.             H115 
 

FOODS 3:  3031 (fall) 3032 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $28.00 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in Foods 2 or teacher approval 
Units in meats, soups, and stocks, fish, United States regional cooking, cakes & cake decorating as well as a study of the 
cuisineôs of Italy, France and Mexico.  Career Opportunities will be presented.  A Lab fee is required.                            H120 
 

FOOD & FITNESS:  3071 (fall) 3072 (spring) 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  1.0 (.5 Voc Ed or FCCS & .5 PE) 
Prerequisite:  None 
Food & Fitness is a two-period integrated course in which students will prepare nutritious foods and participate in various fitness 
and stress management activities to learn and develop an understanding of a total approach to wellness.  During the semester, 
students will enjoy activities such as golfing, jogging, aerobics, weight training, and bicycling, swimming, dietary analysis, 
preparation of nutritional meals, menus and snacks.  Fitness activity may include equipment rental or service fees.   
 

CULINARY ARTS 1:  R103 
LAB FEE:  $28.00 
Open to:  10    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Foods 1 and teacher approval 
Using the National Restaurant Associationôs ProStart Curriculum, this course provides students with background information on 
the culinary arts field and begins to expose students to different career choices through quest speakers, field trips and 
classroom work.  Topics include food preparation, team and leadership responsibilities, as well as career experience.  A lab fee 
is required.                        H111 
 

CULINARY ARTS 2:  R113 
Open to:  11    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Culinary Arts 1 and teacher approval 
Continuing with the NRA ProStart Curriculum, this course explores culinary arts careers and general job-related skills.  The 
Students receive hands-on experience in the Blackhawk Café, a student-run restaurant, by rotating through various positions in 
management and the restaurant operation.                  H221 
 

CULINARY ARTS 3:  R123 
Open to:  12    Length:  1 year / 2 periods per day Credit:  2.0 
Prerequisite:  Culinary Arts 2 and teacher approval 
Continuing with the NRA ProStart Curriculum, this course is composed of classroom work and hands-on experience in the 
Blackhawk Café, the student-run restaurant, and is designed to prepare students for a job in the culinary arts industry by 
providing background in job training and responsibility.  Students may achieve college credit in the hospitality area depending 
upon the final examination and participation in an internship program.                H321 
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FOOD SCIENCE:  3403 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Biology 
This is a class which combines principles of science and how they relate to food, nutrition, food selection, storage and 
preparation.  Students will use scientific principles to understand how and why reactions occur in fool.  Experiments will be 
conducted using food.  A lab fee is required.                   H275 
 

CLOTHING 1:  3103 (fall) 3102 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $25.00 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
Clothing 1 consists of units in color, line and design.  Students will learn how to operate a sewing machine and complete three 
sewing projects.  The projects include a sewing tote, pajama bottoms and quilting project.  A lab fee is required.    H130 
 

CLOTHING 2:  3111 (fall) 3112 (spring) 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in Clothing 1 
Clothing 2 consists of units in natural and man-made fibers as well as advanced seam finish samples and three clothing 
projects.  The projects include a shire, pants or skirt with a zipper and a third project based on individual needs and experience.  
Students are required to purchase materials for garments.                                                                              H135 
 

CLOTHING 3:  3121 (fall) 3122 (spring) 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Clothing 2 
Clothing 3 is designed to improve the sewing skills of students.  The course consists of the construction of 3 clothing projects.  
These would include a lined jacket and a project constructed using the serger machine.  Students are required to purchase 
materials for garments.                      H210 
 

CLOTHING 4:  3131 (fall) 3132 (spring) 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Clothing 3 
Clothing 4 is designed to improve the sewing skills of students.  The course consists of learning how to work with plaid fabric 
and the construction of three advanced, challenging projects.  Continued use of the serger machine is included.  Students are 
required to purchase materials for garments.  
 

INDEPENDENT STUDY CLOTHING:  3141 (fall) 3142 (spring) 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Clothing 4 and  consent of the instructor 
Independent Study is designed to give students the opportunity to further expand sewing skills and develop new techniques.  
Arrangements and independent study contracts are to be drawn up between student and instructor.  Students are required to 
purchase materials. 
 

FAMILY, CAREER & COMMUNITY LEADERS (FCCLA):  3303 (Class) 3313 (Work) 
Open to:  11,12    Length:  1 year    Credit:  2.0 (1.0 class & 1.0 work) 
Prerequisite:  None 
FCCLA is intended for students interested in gaining experience in the world of work in the family, career and community and 
sciences field.  It consists of a minimum of 15 hours per week employment in a local business, enrollment in a related daily 
FCCLA class and leadership club.  Registration requires application and interview with the teacher-coordinator.  Students are 
selected on the basis of interest, teacher references, attendance, grades, cooperative attitude, and ability to benefit from the 
experience.  Interview is required for job placement.  FCCLA training sites are found in hospitals, nursing homes, restaurants, 
nursery schools, retail stores and specialty shops.  Jobs include food services ï catererôs helpers and deli aides; clothing 
services ï fashion and accessory personnel; childcare aides and interior decorating aides.  Students are given opportunities to 
develop leadership, teamwork & service to community skills.                           H600 
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FASHION MERCHANDISING 1:  0821 (fall) 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in Clothing 1 
This course traces the development of fashion and the fashion and the fashion industry.  Student activities will include 
examining styles, fashion, and fads, predicting fashion trends, creating visual merchandising displays, wardrobing with 
professional career portfolios, as well as researching fashion history.  Highlights of this semester will be a field trip and 
presentations by professionals in the field of fashion merchandising.                H310 
 

FASHION MERCHANDISING 2:  0832 (spring) 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Fashion Merchandising 1 
This course continues the study of fashion, retailing, and the fashion industry.  Student activities will include organizing and 
producing a professional fashion show, unit of fashion design and researching fashion careers.  Students will also complete a 
product development project, which will include market research, design, construction, and promotion.           H310 
 

CHILD DEVELOPMENT:  3211 (fall) 3212 (spring) 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course emphasizes learning experiences which help students gain knowledge and understanding of the intellectual, 
physical, social and emotional development of children from conception through early childhood.  The course content centers 
around the following duty areas:  managing and organizing child development b y applying decision-making and goal-setting 
skills; promoting child development by applying physical, social, intellectual and emotional principles; encouraging acceptance of 
people from a variety of cultural backgrounds; practicing health and safety standards for children; providing developmentally 
appropriate experiences which encourage children to maximize resources; encouraging human relations skills in children; and 
evaluating family and career changes in relation to their impact on children.                                        H125 
 

EARLY CHILDHOOD OCCUPATIONS 1:  3221 (fall) 3222 (spring) 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester (2 hrs/day)  Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course is designed to provide students interested in a career in early childhood with information and practical experiences 
needed for the development of job-related competencies.  Students are provided laboratory experiences either in a school-
based or extended campus facility.  Students will be expected to develop appropriate skills in program development and in 
assisting with childrenôs developmentally appropriate activities.  Classroom study is concerned with the philosophy and 
management of child care centers and the state and local regulations governing care-giving operations.  The main learning 
experiences will involve actual work with children in situations that simulate those found in business and industry, as well as 
preparation for that activity.  Employability skills such as relating to maintaining a safe and healthy environment and maintaining 
a business-like image are included.  Students will have the opportunity to begin the preparation of a professional portfolio. 
                       H205 
 

EARLY CHILDHOOD OCCUPATIONS 2:  3231 (fall) 3232 (spring) 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester (2 hrs/day)  Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Early Childhood Occupations 2 
This course continues the learning begun in Early Childhood Occupations 1.  The emphasis is on caring for preschoolers, 
elementary school students and special needs children.  Specific areas of learning include:  career opportunities, communication 
skills, human relations, administrations, and community resources.  The major learning experiences involve actual work with 
children in facilities that simulate those found in industry, and discussion of the learning and problems which arise from that 
activity.  Positive attitudes toward cultural diversity will be encouraged.  Employability skills such as adapting to change, 
performing mathematical skills, working and communicating with others are included.  Students will continue the development of 
their professional portfolio.                    H305 
 

INTERIOR DESIGN:  3251 (fall) 3252 (spring) 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course will include a study of housing needs, evaluation of floor plans and architectural housing styles.  A variety of 
speakers will enhance the class.  Students will learn how to select and arrange furniture and apply color principles in room 
design.  Basic drafting techniques will be studied as students develop a residential floor plan and presentation board of 
appropriate materials.                     H705 
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ORIENTATION TO FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES:  3001 (fall) 3002) (spring) 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
This is a one semester course overview of the career choices in the area of Family & Consumer Sciences.  This class will 
include the completion of projects in the areas of foods, fashion and clothing, child care, family services, and interior design.  
Self-esteem, study skills and career exploration are also included.  This course is part of the Career and Technical Education 
(CTE) initiative and integrates with others in the CTE program.                H105 
 

PARENTING:  3271 (fall) 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:   None 
This class teaches characteristics needed for successful parenting.  Focus is placed on the responsibilities of parenthood, ways 
of guiding children and developing a nurturing relationship between parents and children.  Students will be required to 
participate in ñBaby Think It Over Projectò.               H715A 
 

FAMILY ISSUES:  3282 (spring) 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course explores issues and topics relevant to the family system.  Unites include personality and self-esteem; wellness and 
treats to wellness such as stress, drugs and alcohol; homelessness, domestic violence, and suicide; communication, conflict 
resolution and decision making; relationships, marriage and family.  Class time includes discussions, group activities, guest 
speakers, videos, development of a professional portfolio, and an opportunity to job shadow.             H720A 
 

DIRECTED STUDY IN FAMILY CONSUMER SCIENCE:  3243 
Open to:  12    Length:  1 semester   Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of competencies in appropriate home economics courses as determined by the instructor. 
The VALEES Directed Study Program is designed for students interested in pursuing careers in home economics who have 
completes or are completing course work in an approved program at their high school and/or area vocational center.  Students 
enrolled in this program have the opportunity to participate in advanced learning and experiences in home economics 
occupations provided through private or public sector internships or community college course work supported by the local 
school district.  An education plan is developed with a high school or area vocational school home economics teacher to 
address individual student career goals.  This course can be repeated with credits awarded on 1.0/semester.  Students enrolled 
in secondary programs may earn both secondary and community college credit.  Transportation required for participation in this 
program is the responsibility of the student.  In many cases, regular schedules will have to be adjusted for participation and 
travel times if activities are scheduled during regular school hours. 
 
 

TECHNOLOGY 
 

EXPLORING MANUFACTURING:  3503 
LAB FEE:  $10.00/semester 
Open to:   9, 10    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  None 
This orientation course introduces students to the basic skills in many areas of industrial technology.  The course provides 
students with information and units of instruction as outlined in the Illinois Plan for Industrial Education.  Specific units of 
instruction include:  Graphic Communication, Technical Drafting and Production Technology.  This course allows students to 
survey the different Technology courses offered at the high school.  Students will have the opportunity to design and create 
projects related to these specific courses.                    I125 
 

BASIC WOODS:  3871 (fall) 3872 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $50.00 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
This is an introductory course offering general background in wood working tools, materials, and processes.  It considers the 
broad field of wood working, emphasizing its importance to the community and its occupational and recreational opportunities.  
Students are expected to develop a cooperative attitude, to gain a sense of pride in a job well done, to learn to use safe working 
practices, to gain knowledge of design, and to use working drawings.  A lab fee is required.                   I106 
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MACHINE WOOD WORKING:  3891 (fall) 3892 (spring) 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Pass Basic Woods 
This course is designed for the student desiring to increase his/her knowledge of wood working, emphasis is placed on more 
advanced machine procedures, set-ups, maintenance, and safety.  All of our machines will be used in this class, and instruction 
aimed at skill and safety.  Lab fee paid per project.                  I106 
 

VOCATIONAL WOOD WORKING:  3903 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Pass Machine Wood Working 
This course is designed for the student desiring to increase the knowledge and skills obtained in Machine Wood Working.  The 
major focus of the class is on designing, planning, material selection, joinery, construction techniques, and finishing procedures.  
Wood working trades such as carpentry and pattern making are studied.  A lab fee per project is required.  
                         I227  
             

BUILDING TRADES:  3933 
LAB FEE:  $20.00 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course is designed to develop skills with hand tools and power machines that are used by the construction industry.  
Activities in the following areas will be covered in the classroom and lab:  carpentry, plumbing and electrical.  Building trades 
math, building materials and the repair of the tools and equipment used will also be studied.  A lab fee is required.           I227 
 

CONSTRUCTION AND BUILDING TRADES:  3943 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  3.0 
Prerequisite:  Pass Basic Woods or Teacher permission 
This course will consist of on-site construction of a house.  You will participate in all phases of carpentry, writing, plumbing, 
concrete work, heating and other aspects of house construction.  Students should have their own medical insurance or purchase 
a school insurance plan.  This class meets for three periods per day.  A lab fee is required and a refundable $10 tool deposit.
                                      I322 
 

TECHNICAL DRAFTING 1:  3511 (fall) 
LAB FEE:  $10.00 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course offers students experience in the basic principles of drafting including:  shape and size description of objects, 
drawings of section and pictorial views, making assemble drawings, and using basic descriptive geometry procedures on a 
computer with a two-dimensional drafting program.  A lab fee is required.                            I200 
 

TECHNICAL DRAFTING 2:  3522 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $10.00 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Technical Drafting 1 
Students progress from the basic fundamentals of drafting to the detailed study of machine drawings including:  dimensioning, 
tolerancing, section views, auxiliary view, developments, pictorial views, threads and fasteners, drawing file management, 
documentation, and plotting drawings through a computer system.  A lab fee is required.                                    I245 
 

TECHNICAL DRAFTING 3:  3531 (fall) 
LAB FEE:  $10.00 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Technical Drafting 2 
Students study residential drafting including:  floor plans, elevations, foundation plans, construction details, plot plans, house 
styles, materials and processes.  A lab fee is required.                              I250 
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TECHNICAL DRAFTING 4:  3552 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $10.00 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Technical Drafting 3 or permission of the instructor 
This is a one semester course for vocationally oriented juniors and seniors.  Typically the course involves either one semester of 
machine drawing including technical illustration or one semester of architectural work developing a complete set of plans for a 
building selected by the student-instructor contract.  The program is open to content designed by individual students with 
consent of the instructor.  A lab fee is required.  This class may be repeated for additional credit.                   I350 
 

GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION 1:  3771 (fall) 3772 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $15.00 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course is designed to provide students with experiences in all major printing processes.  Digital and screen printing are 
emphasized.  Students also study design, desktop publishing, process photography, and other support technologies in the 
graphic communications industry.  A lab fee is required.                              I146 
 

GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION 2:  3782 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $15.00 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Pass Graphic Communication 1 
Students gain a deeper understanding of the printing field.  They develop skills in advanced digital and screen printing, halftone 
reproduction, advanced desktop publishing, multiple color printing and special effects.  A lab fee is required.    
                         I146 
 

VOCATIONAL PRINTING:  3793 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  2.0 
Prerequisite:  Pass Graphic Communication 2 and Teacher permission 
This course gives advanced students the opportunity to work on commercial type printing production and emphasizes machine 
work.  Students operate presses, computers, process camera and darkroom equipment, plate-makers, paper cutter and folder, 
and other bindery equipment.  This course meets two consecutive periods per day and is specifically recommended for persons 
who wish to become employed in the printing industry.  Two years of study is recommended to provide maximum learning 
opportunities.                       I334 
 

ADVANCED AUTO MECHANICS:  3733 
Open to:   12    Length:  1 year    Credit:  Variable 
Prerequisite:  Interview required and CTE Guidance Counselor approval 
Advanced level automotive mechanics courses will be offered at Waubonsee Community College.  Teachers will select students 
for the program based on aptitude, past performance and behavior.  Students attend classes at WCC/Sugar Grove Campus.  
Typically, courses are offered in the morning during one semester and the afternoon during the second semester.  Classes are 
offered in three-hour blocks of time.  Successful students earn West High credit and may qualify for WCC credit (see 
introduction).  A course fee is required.  Students must have at least a 2.0 GPA and have completed 1 year of Algebra with a ñCò 
or better.  Transportation will be provided by the West Aurora School District. 
 

DIRECTED STUDY IN INDUSTRIAL OCCUPATIONS:  3993 
Open to:  12    Length:  1 semester   Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of competencies in appropriate Industrial courses as determined by the instructor. 
The VALEES Directed Study Program is designed for students interested in pursuing careers in Industrial Occupations who 
have completed or are completing course work in an approved program at their high school and/or area vocational center.  
Students enrolled in this program have the opportunity to participate in advanced learning and experiences in Industrial 
occupations provided through private or public sector internships or community college course work supported by the local 
school district.  An education plan is developed with a high school or career/vocational center instructor to address individual 
student career goals.  This course can be repeated with credits awarded of 1.0/semester.  Students enrolled in secondary 
programs may earn both secondary and community college credit.  Transportation required for participation in this program is 
the responsibility of the student.  In many cases, regular schedules will have to be adjusted for participation and travel times if 
activities are scheduled during regular school hours. 
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ENGLISH 
 

Courses in Keyboarding and Word Processing are strongly recommended for all English courses. 
 

READING SKILLS:  2013 
Open to:   9    Length:   1 year    Credit:   1.0 
Prerequisite:   Recommendation of the 8

th
 grade teacher and Gates McGinite Reading test and Explore test scores 

Designed to aid students in developing their own reading skills, this course is for the student who is reading three or more grade 
levels below the ninth grade level.  A minimum of two books must be read, and two written reactions are required per semester.  
This course will be followed by the Developmental English block.  Students are required to participate in the writing lab 
orientation and will use the writing lab for specific assignments.   
 

DEVELOPMENTAL ENGLISH:  2033 
Open to:  9    Length:   1 year    Credit:  2.0 
Prerequisite:   Recommendation of the 8

th
 grade teacher and Gates McGinite Reading test and Explore test scores 

This year long course meets for two periods daily and fulfills the studentôs grammar and composition requirements as well as 
two English electives.  On period of this class emphasizes strategies for improving reading skills.  The other period includes 
intensive work in grammar, punctuation, syntax, and paragraph writing during first semester, and the writing of essays during 
second semester. 

 
GRAMMAR/EXPOSITORY COMPOSITION:  2053 
Open to:  9, 10    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Recommendation of the 8

th
 grade teacher, or grade level or above reading scores 

The first semester of this course includes an intensive study of grammar, punctuation, syntax and diagramming.  The second 
semester stresses the writing of paragraphs and essays, and the study of Greek Mythology.  The purchase of an MLA handbook 
is required. 
 

GRAMMAR/EXPOSITORY COMPOSITION ð HONORS:  2073 
Open to:  9, 10    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  12.9 reading level on the Gates McGinite Reading Test 
The first semester of this course includes an intensive study of grammar, punctuation, syntax and diagramming.  The second 
semester includes the synthesis of a persuasive essay, stressing the skills of research, organization, spelling and grammar.  
This course centers on a study of Greek/Roman Mythology, and selected plays and novels, as a basis for writing.  Students are 
expected to be dedicated and maintain effective study habits. 
 

INTERPRETATION OF LITERATURE:  2123 
Open to:  10    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Student must be passing second semester of Developmental English or Reading Skills 
This course engages students in the various genres of literature ranging from short stories and poetry to drama and non-fiction.  
Assessments will include essays, discussions, and presentations as well as both formal and informal speaking exercises.  
Students will learn principles of research, organizational patterns and strategies, as well as essential elements of creating a 
PowerPoint presentation.  Students will be required to complete four essays, two in class and two out of class, and an 
argumentative speech assignment in order to pass. 
 

PATTERNS IN LITERATURE:  2143 
Open to:  10    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Grammar/Expository Composition 
This course is an analysis of fiction and non-fiction literature, including short stories, articles, novels, drama and poetry.  
Literature study is integrated with formal and informal presentations.  Essays, discussion, research, and extensive reading are 
required. 
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ARCHETYPES IN LITERATURE:  2163 
Open to:  10    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Grammar/Expository Composition 
This course is a comparative study of themes between modern and ancient works including Greek, Norse and Medieval 
mythology.  Selections include short stories, poems, drama and the epic The Odyssey.  Formal in informal speaking/discussion 
situations are explored using basic principles o research, diction, grammar, outlining, and evaluation.  Students will be required 
to complete four essays, two in class and two out of class, as well as formal and informal presentations including the creation of 
PowerPoint presentations.  It is strongly recommended that students have good critical reading and writing skills. 

 
ARCHETYPES IN LITERATURE ð HONORS:  2173 
Open to:  10    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Grammar/Expository Composition-Honors or teacher recommendation 
This course is a comparative study of themes between modern and ancient works, including Greek, Norse and Medieval 
mythology.  Class requirements include the study of Greek writers, tragedy and comedy, as well as short stories, poems, and 
one of Homerôs epics.  Students will learn principles of research, organizational patterns and strategies, as well as the essential 
elements of creating PowerPoint presentations.  Students will be required to write several in class and out of class essays, as 
well as give formal and informal presentations.  It is strongly recommended that students have good critical reading and writing 
skills. 
 

SURVEY OF AMERICAN LITERATURE:  2181 (fall) 2182 (spring) 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Written Composition or Developmental English 
This course is a thematic study of the major period of American Literature.  Essay writing and discussion are required. 
 

STUDIES OF AMERICAN LITERATURE:  2191 (fall) 2192 (spring) 
Open to:  11, 12    Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Grammar/Expository Composition or Grammar/Expository Composition-Honors 
This course is an overview of the development of American Literature (1620 to the present) including history and philosophy.  
Essay writing, discussion, and extensive reading assignments are required. 
 

AMERICAN STUDIES:  2213 
Open to:  11    Length:  1 year    Credit:   2.0 

(1.0 U.S. History, .5 St. Am. Lit., .5 Precollege writing) 

Prerequisite :  Grammar/Expository Composition, Grammar/Expository Composition-Honors, or teacher recommendation 
This course is a team taught study of American culture with an emphasis on American history and literature integrated with the 
fine arts (music, paintings, material culture, architecture and films).  With a chronological approach to the study of American life, 
students are exposed to higher level thinking skills employed in group discussions and simulations.  The teachers (History and 
English) are the lead facilitators, but the class members are also part of the team.  Students are expected to read the required 
materials (primary and secondary sources) and to be prepared to participate in all aspects of the learning environments.  This is 
a yearlong course which meets for 2 periods.  Students will receive the one required credit in U.S. History plus the .5 required 
credit for American Literature first semester and a .5 credit for Precollege Writing second semester.  This course is highly 
recommended for those students who wish to exercise their creativity, improve their writing skills, and learn to connect many 
fields of knowledge resulting in an integrated look at America, past and present.   
 

PRACTICAL COMPOSITION:  2221 (fall) 2222 (spring) 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester    Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Written Composition, Developmental English or teacher recommendation 
This composition course emphasizes written communication, including organization, proofreading and editing, analysis and 
revision skills.  Class activities include grammar and usage study within various assignments designed to develop essential 
verbal communication and writing skills.  Written assignments include reaction papers, personal documents/essays on career-
related subjects, and a major research paper.  Students will participate in a writing lab orientation and will use the writing lab for 
specific assignments.  
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PRECOLLEGE WRITING:  2231 (fall) 2232 (spring) 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Grammar/Expository Composition or Grammar/Expository Composition-Honors 
Precollege Writing is an intensive writing course that provides opportunities for students to gain skills applicable to all types of 
college writing, regardless of the discipline.  This course includes a comprehensive grammar/punctuation review.  Course 
content includes ACT/SAT preparation, resume writing, college application/scholarship writing, in class essay writing, and essay 
writing based on correlations between studentsô independent research, selected literature 9novels, short stories, plays), and 
current event topics.  All written assignments are required.  All written work must  be word processed according to MLA Style 
format. 
 

JOURNALISM ð RED AND BLUE:  2303 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Written Composition, Grammar/Expository Composition or Grammar/Expository Composition-Honors.  Juniors 
must be enrolled concurrently in another English class 
Journalism ï Red and Blue is a yearlong English course designed for students interested in writing for and producing the school 
newspaper.  The course is open to juniors and seniors.  Teacher approval is required for enrollment in the course.  Students in 
Journalism ï Red and Blue will learn and use all aspects of written journalism:  interviewing, researching, writing and editing.  
Students will be expected to write numerous stories for each issue of the school newspaper.  They will be expected to 
demonstrate strong listening, researching and writing skills in every story which they produce.  Students will be expected to work 
both independently and with peers.  Students must meet deadlines and all class requirements.  This includes all of the English 
department requirements as well as AP style requirements.  In addition to the writing focus of the course, students will learn and 
use all other aspects involved in producing a newspaper, including photography and desktop publishing.  They will learn design 
and layout skills that relate to newspaper.  Even though Journalism ï Red and Blue meets as a class, out of class and after 
school time commitments will be required.  Students will be asked to cover after school and weekend events.  Several 
opportunities exist for students taking Journalism ï Red and Blue.  Many editor positions are available.  Students also have the 
opportunity to write personal columns for the newspaper. 
 

JOURNALISM ð EOS YEARBOOK:  2313 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Grammar/Expository Composition or Grammar/Expository Composition ï Honors.  Juniors must be enrolled 
concurrently in a second English course 
Journalism EOS Yearbook is a yearlong course (students must commit to the entire year) designed for students interested in 
producing a yearbook using the skills of writing and photojournalism with a strong emphasis on journalistic integrity.  Students 
will analyze reader appeal in order to design feature stories used to market the yearbook to various audiences.  Weekly writing 
assignments (in addition to the assigned features and activity beats for the yearbook) will be assigned for practice in gathering 
information, interviewing students and staff, and producing a creative, but well written, copy with correct editing.  In addition to 
feature copy writing, students will also study the effects of graphic communication and photojournalism.  The West Aurora High 
School yearbook is not just pictures, but a written chronicle of the yearôs events.  The yearbook includes sports, events, 
community involvement, activities and people.  For each section, yearbook journalists must research the assignment; write 
questions to elicit responses from students, faculty, and observers; write accurate copy in AP style based on their questions and 
personal observations; select photos that are appropriate for illustrating the story; and write a three part caption that furthers the 
story found within the copy.  Students are required to cover after-school events. 
 

MASS COMMUNICATIONS:  2321 (fall) 2322 (spring) 
Open to:  12    Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course emphasizes the history of mass media and critically analyzes its effects on American society and pop culture.  
Types of media studied include advertising, newspapers, magazines, radio, television, film and music.  Unit projects, exams, 
essays, and daily participation are required. 
 

SCIENCE FICTION:  2231 (fall) and 2332 (spring) 
Open to:  12    Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Developmental English or Written Composition 
This course is a study of the themes, topics, and characteristics of science fiction in representative short stories, novels, and 
dramatized science fiction.  Discussions will include social, political, technological, supernatural, and religious themes based on 
selections of Kurt Vonnegut, Ray Bradbury, Arthur C. Clarke, and other futuristic writers.  Three novels, as well as numerous 
short stories, will be read.  Two essays and oral presentations are required. 
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ADVANCED SPEECH:  2341 (fall) 2342 (spring) 
Open to:  12    Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Archetypes in Literature or Patterns in Literature 
This course is an in-depth study of the theories of communication including units on semantics, language, 
interpersonal/intrapersonal and non-verbal communication, persuasion, small group and video production.  This course is 
designed for students who are interested in developing an expertise regarding the communication process.  Essays, written 
assignments, discussions, and presentations are required. 
 

CREATIVE WRITING:  2441 (fall) 2442 (spring) 
Open to:  12    Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Developmental English, Grammar/Expository Composition, or Grammar/Expository Composition ï Honors 
This course will explore various types of prose and poetry writing.  Students will write several original works that will be 
evaluated on established criteria.  Students will write regularly and share their work with class members.  Required reading of 
professional authors and poets will model writing tasks for the students.  Major required projects will include a final short story of 
substantial length as well as a poetry writerôs handbook.  Students can expect to write every day in Creative Writing.  They will 
be given a wide variety of homework assignments, ranging from keeping a journal for class to practicing different writing 
techniques presented in class.  A short story and poetry unit test will be given.  This course is for students who truly enjoy 
writing.  It will give students an opportunity to hone their writing skills and further develop their writing styles. 
 

DRAMA:  2451 (fall) 2452 (spring) 
Open to:  12    Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Precollege Writing 
This course is an in-depth study of the major eras of dramatic literature including Sophocles, Shakespeare, Moliere, and 
Williams.  The course includes analysis of literature, character analysis, the study of theater history and understanding of the 
genre of drama.  Essay writing, extensive reading and some performance are required.  
 

WORLD LITERATURE:  2151 (fall) 2152 (spring) 
Open to:  12    Length:   1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Precollege Writing 
This course includes critical analyses and discussions of short stories, drama, poetry, and novels of the world.  The materials do 
not duplicate those of other literature courses in the department and support thematic approaches exploring the human 
condition.  Essay writing, discussions, and extensive reading are required. 
 

BRITISH LITERATURE:  2401 (fall) 2402 (spring) 
Open to:  12    Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Precollege Writing, AP Language and Composition or teacher recommendation from American Studies. 
This course, a survey of British authors:  Beowulf, Malory, Chaucer, Shakespeare, Swift, the romantic poets, Shaw, and 
selected modern authors, provides an excellent background for the college-bound student.  Essay writing and discussions are 
required. 
 

AP LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION:  2243 
Open to:  11    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  None 
AP Language and Composition focuses on the analysis and interpretation of rhetorical strategies in fiction, non-fiction, drama, 
and poetry.  The readings will focus on an overview of American literature from the 1600ôs to more contemporary pieces.  In 
addition, students will produce expository and argumentative compositions that introduce complex ideas using specific evidence.  
Careful attention is given to the process of inquiry, research, drafting, editing, reviewing, and revising.  Class discussion is a 
significant portion of the final grade (up to 40%). 
 

AP LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION:  2433 
Open to:  12    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Precollege Writing and American Literature or AP Language and Composition 
AP Literature and Composition focuses on the analysis of literature through extensive and intensive reading, writing and 
discussion.  Beginning with an overview of major literary critics and critical methodologies, students will evaluate philosophical 
treatises, essays, short stories, novels, poetry and drama.  This year long seminar prepares the student for college level rhetoric 
courses as well as the AP Literature and Composition test.  Class discussion is a significant portion of the final grade (up to 
40%).   
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FINE ARTS 

 
ART 

 
DESIGN:  0011 (fall) 0022 (spring)  
LAB FEE:  $10.00 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
The intent of this introductory course in to prepare the beginning art student for future studio classes and to provide the non-art 
student with valuable design experiences that will hopefully influence later aesthetic choices for life.  The course will provide a 
basic understanding of the elements and principles of design.  Required projects will be created based on each element and 
principle of art.  A variety of processes and materials such as:  drawing, painting, printing, constructing, paint, ink, paper, 
markers, oil and pastels are used.  A course fee is required. 
 

LETTERING:  0031 (fall) 0032 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $12.00 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
Lettering is a general course open to anyone interested in improving his/her lettering skills.  The elements and principles of art 
are the basis for an investigation into how letters may be used as an art form.  Students will experiment with a variety of 
materials and tools while discovering the use of letters in an artistic piece.  A course fee is required. 
 

GRAPHIC DESIGN 1:  0051 (fall) 0052 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $20.00 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in Design 
This introductory course is structured so that a broad area of graphic art is introduced, followed by individual units in specialized 
subject areas.  The student will develop effective visual communication through the continued study of the elements and 
principles of design.  Various graphic design techniques and art media will be used to create art in this class.  Strong emphasis 
will be placed on the appearance of the finished product.  A course fee is required. 
 

GRAPHIC DESIGN 2:  0051 (fall) 0052 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $20.00 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in Graphic Design 1 
The intent of Graphic Design 2 is to give the student an intermediate approach to the broad field of graphic design.  Students will 
continue the study of the elements and principles of design while experimenting in various media.  Careers in the graphic arts 
will be introduces and explored.  Techniques and skills will be developed which will give the student experience with the 
practical applications of graphic design used in industries such as food service, entertainment, production design and marketing.  
A course fee is required. 
 

GRAPHIC DESIGN 3:  0051 (fall) 0052 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $20.00 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in Graphic Design 2 
Graphic Design 3 integrates individual areas of graphic art and requires the student to draw upon previous knowledge to create 
innovative solutions.  Exploration of new themes and techniques will be stressed.  Students will have experiences that develop 
career awareness.  Techniques and skills will be developed which will give the student food service, entertainment, production 
design and marketing.  A course fee is required. 
 

GRAPHIC DESIGN 4:  0051 (fall) 0052 (spring) 
LAB FEE $20.00 
Open to:  11,12    Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in Graphic Design 3 
This course is for the student who has exhibited creative and innovative problem solving techniques, as well as the ability to 
work independently.  Students will be encouraged to develop a personal style of visual communication.  Students will have 
experiences that will continue to help develop career awareness in the graphic art area.  A course fee is required. 
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COMPUTER ART 1:  3961 (fall) 
LAB FEE:  $15.00 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Lengt h:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Basic Design 
Computer Art 1 is a studio art class that uses the computer as a tool for drawing and design.  Students practice many traditional 
art techniques, such as perspective and collage, while learning powerful tools that extend traditional methods.  Students will also 
crate multiple solutions to design problems.  Students who desire to work in graphic and design careers will find this class 
valuable.  A course fee is required. 
 

COMPUTER ART 2:  3962 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $15.00 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Computer Art 1 
Students in Computer Art 2 begin to experiment with time as it relates to art:  with animation and sequencing.  Students will 
apply previous knowledge of design, symbolism, and expression to create simple animations in a variety of software programs.  
Students should be comfortable drawing with pencil and the computer, and will learn to move images back and forth from digital 
to paper to best express their ideas.  A course fee is required. 
 

MULTIMEDIA 1:  3951 (fall) 
LAB FEE:  $15.00 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  1 art class is recommended 
Multimedia 1 will give the students an opportunity to discover the use of visual imagery as a communication skill.  Students will 
create presentations and videos in an artistic way that allows creativity and imagination.  Students will learn an overview of film 
and its impact on society today.  Students will have hands-on experiences with video cameras, editing and other skills involved 
with creating video/film images.  A course fee is required. 
 

MULTIMEDIA 2:  3952 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $15.00 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Multimedia 1 
Multimedia 2 will give the students an opportunity to create advanced video/film images.  Students will learn skills that will 
enable them to create more exciting videos/films.  Students will use editing skills to create presentations, documentaries and a 
variety of visual interpretations to themes that reflect an understanding of historical and contemporary issues.  Students will use 
film as a creative art form to communicate and express their creative ideas.  A course fee is required. 
 

WEB DESIGN:  0151 (fall) 0152 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $12.00 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Computer Art 1 or signed consent of the instructor 
Web Design emphasizes design, usability and technical literacy in designing for the web.  Students will learn how HTML works.  
They will examine and compare good and bad design, and learn to critique them.  Students will build sites that reflect excellent 
interface design.  Tools to streamline the workflow will also be taught.  A course fee is required. 
 

DRAWING 1:  0061 (fall) 0062 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $15.00 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in Basic Design 
This beginning drawing course explores the various methods and media of drawing.  Students will learn to draw from 
observation.  They will utilize various techniques for creating value and using perspective.  Emphasis is placed on line and 
space as they relate to drawing.  A course fee is required. 
 

DRAWING 2:  0061 (fall) 0062 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $15.00 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in Drawing 1 
Students will learn additional media and techniques in drawing.  Skill in observation and value will be refined.  Color will be 
explored in relation to all areas of drawing.  A course fee is required. 
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DRAWING 3:  0061 (fall) 0062 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $15.00 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in Drawing 2 
Drawing 3 introduces students to human anatomy and figure drawing.  Various skills in proportion, foreshortening, structure of 
forms, value, texture, gesture and figural composition are included.  Student abilities are developed by solving the problem of 
rendering a figure.  Students will have experiences that will develop career awareness in the art form.  A course fee is required. 
 

DRAWING 4:  0061 (fall) 0062 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $15.00 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in Drawing 3 
Drawing 4 allows students to continue refining skills with materials, themes, etc.  The course will include projects based on 
composition, structure, historical references and experimentation with possible new media and techniques.  Students will 
become more involved with self evaluation and more aware of other artistsô influences on the development of drawing.  Students 
will have experiences that help develop career awareness in this art form.  A course fee is required. 
 

DRAWING INDEPENDENT STUDY:  0061 (fall) 0062 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $15.00 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Signed consent of the instructor 
This course is designed for the above average drawing student who is successful in the previous courses.  The independent 
study student will become involved in the development of themes as well as their evaluation.  This course allows the student the 
opportunity to continue to expand his/her knowledge of tools, media, techniques, etc.  Students will have experiences that will 
help them develop career awareness in this art form.  A course fee is required. 
 

PAINTING 1:  0091 (fall) 0062 (spring) 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in Design 
This course introduces students to basic painting techniques.  Students will use various painting media including tempera, water 
color, oils and acrylics.  Color theory and composition will be explored.  A course fee is required. 
 

PAINTING 2:  0091 (fall) 0092 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $15.00 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in Painting 1 
Students will continue expand their knowledge of painting techniques through acrylics, oils, water color and mixed media.  
Students will create a still life, a portrait, a landscape and a collage painting focusing on traditional compositions and themes.  A 
course fee is required. 
 

PAINTING 3:  0091 (fall) 0092 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $15.00 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in Painting 2 
Students will continue to build skills in the traditional media of water color, oils and acrylics.  Students will create a self-portrait, 
abstraction, mono-print and collage.  A course fee is required. 
 

PAINTING 4:  0091 (fall) 0092 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $15.00 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in Painting 3 
Students will begin to work on larger scale pieces.   They will build on themes and techniques from previous painting classes.  In 
this course, students will have a chance to work on their own personal style and develop a portfolio.  A course fee is required. 
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PAINTING INDEPENDENT STUDY:  0091 (fall) 0092 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $15.00 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation 
In this course, students will continue to work with various painting media.  There will be an emphasis on developing and refining 
the studentôs ideas, technique, style and themes.  A focus will be placed on career awareness and creating a strong portfolio.  A 
course fee is required. 
 

PHOTOGRAPHY 1:  3941 (fall) 3942 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $20.00 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Any art class recommended 
Photography 1 will investigate design and composition in depth.  Students use digital cameras and Adobe Photoshop to 
compose, edit and arrange images taken in class.  Creative solutions to problems are explored and developed.  Students will be 
expected to demonstrate, discuss, and write about all concepts covered in class.  This is a studio art course grounded in Photo 
History.  A course fee is required. 
 

PHOTOGRAPHY 2:  3971 (fall) 3972 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $20.00 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in Photography 1 
Photography 2 goes beyond composition to explore technical concepts of photography.  The concepts are then applied for 
expressive advantage.  Students will examine themes in Art History and contemporary photography, and apply technical and 
design skill to required projects which express the studentsô ideas about these themes.  Students are expected to purchase and 
develop 6-8 rolls of film outside of class.  A course fee is required. 
 

THREE DIMENSIONAL ART 1:  0101 (fall) 0102 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $15.00 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in Design 
This is an introductory course that integrates and acquaints students with basic level techniques in ceramics, jewelry and 
sculpture.  Students will discover such techniques as hand building in ceramics, sawing, filing, soldering, and polishing jewelry, 
and additive and subtractive techniques in sculpture.  Students will emphasize the elements and principals of design related to 
three-dimensional forms.  A course fee is required. 
 

THREE DIMENSIONAL ART 2:  0101 (fall) 0102 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $15.00 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in Three Dimensional Art 1 
Students will further develop their knowledge of the elements and principles of design related to the three-dimensional arts.  
They will move to an intermediate level of study in the areas of ceramics, jewelry, and sculpture.  They will expand on hand 
building techniques as well as begin some basic wheel-throwing in ceramics.  They will create more complex jewelry pieces 
emphasizing a wider variety of materials.  Finally, students will study the manipulative process in sculpture.  A course fee is 
required. 
 

THREE-DIMENSIONAL ART 3:  0101 (fall) 0102 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $15.00 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in Three-Dimensional Art 2 
Students will create more complex results in the areas of ceramics, jewelry, and sculpture.  They will creatively express a 
greater understanding of the elements and principles of three-dimensional design.  They will emphasize a more advances 
knowledge of techniques in these three areas and begin to show creative solutions to integrating the art forms.  They will 
experiment with such techniques as glazing and production throwing in ceramics, lamination, construction, and other advanced 
techniques in jewelry, and contemporary materials and techniques in sculpture.  Students will also begin to focus on career 
opportunities in these media.  A course fee is required. 
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THREE-DIMENSIONAL ART 4:  0101 (fall) 0102 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $15.00 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in Three-Dimensional Art 3 
Students will incorporate experimental or individual approaches to their art forms.  They will explore advanced materials and 
processes in ceramics, jewelry, and sculpture.  Students will also have experiences that will help develop career aspirations in 
these three areas.  There will be emphasis on individual accomplishment, style development, and aesthetic direction.  A course 
fee is required. 
 

THREE-DIMENSIONAL ART INDEPENDENT STUDY:  0101 (fall) 0102 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $15.00 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Signed consent of the instructor 
Students develop independent avenues of research in these three mediums.  Students will explore and develop areas of 
investigation that demonstrate higher limits of understanding of the three0dimensional concept.  Students will have experiences 
that will help develop career aspirations in this art form.  A course fee is required. 
 

AP STUDIO ART-DESIGN:  0013 
LAB FEE:  $20.00/semester 
Open to:  12    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:   1 studio art course and instructor consent.  Students must also complete their summer assignments before 
school starts in August 
AP Studio Art-Honors is an elective studio art course designed for students already creating art of significant technical and 
conceptual expertise.  This class enables highly motivated students to receive college credits while simultaneously earning high 
school credit.  This class is an excellent preparation for the rigors of art and design colleges and programs. 
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MUSIC 
 

VOCAL MUSIC 

 
Girls wishing to enroll in any chorus should register for Dorian Choir (4513). 

All boys wishing to enroll in any chorus should register for Varsity Singers (4543) 
 

Singers will be placed in an appropriate choir depending upon experience, vocal skills, music reading level, and in the case of 
students entering sophomore, junior, or senior year, by audition.  Auditions are in May and evaluate vocal technique, basic piano 
skills, sight-singing, and performance of prepared selections of music. 
 

DORIAN CHOIR:  4513 
LAB FEE:  $5.00/semester 
Open to:  9    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  None, but previous choral experience is preferred. 
Requirements:  Attendance at dress rehearsals and concerts outside of regular school hours 
DORIAN CHOIR is an entry level chorus for freshman girls which offers instruction and practice in the fundamental techniques 
of singing.  Vocal production, basic piano skills, music theory, music-reading, and both ensemble and solo singing are explored 
and rehearsed in this choir.  Dorian Choir participates in the Fall, Winter, and Spring choral concerts.  A lab fee is required. 
 

BEL CANTO CHOIR:  4563 
LAB FEE:  $5.00/semester 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  None, but previous choral experience is preferred 
Requirements:  Attendance at dress rehearsals and concerts outside of regular school hours. 
BEL CANTO CHOIR is a beginning choir for sophomore, junior and senior girls which offers instruction and practice in the 
fundamental techniques of singing.  Vocal production, basic piano skills, music theory, music reading, and both ensemble and 
solo singing are explored and rehearsed in this choir.  Bel Canto Choir participates in the Fall, Winter, and Spring choral 
concerts.  A lab fee is required. 
 

VARSITY SINGERS:  4543 
LAB FEE:  $5.00/semester 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  None, but previous choral experience is preferred 
Requirements:  Attendance at dress rehearsals and concerts outside of regular school hours 
VARSITY SINGERS is a beginning choir for boys in any grade which offers instruction and practice in the fundamental 
techniques of singing.  Vocal production, basic piano skills, music theory, music reading, and both ensemble and solo singing 
are explored and rehearsed in this choir.  Varsity Singers participates in the Fall, Winter, and Spring choral concerts. 
 

MIXED ENSEMBLE:  4553 
LAB FEE:  $5.00/semester 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisi te:  Audition 
Requirements:  Attendance at dress rehearsals and concerts outside of regular school hours 
MIXED ENSEMBLE is an intermediate mixed-voice choral group.  Singing skills, piano skills, music theory, and music literacy 
are rehearsed in this group.  Mixed Ensemble participates in the Fall, Winter, and Spring choral concerts.  A lab fee is required. 
 

LYRIC CHORUS:  4533 
LAB FEE:  $5.00/semester 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Audition (In some cases, freshman with piano experience are placed in Lyric Chorus based on the 
recommendation of the Middle School chorus teacher) 
Requirements:  Attendance at dress rehearsals and concerts outside of regular school hours 
LYRIC CHORUS is an advanced treble chorus which develops music reading, theory, piano skills, vocal techniques, and both 
ensemble and solo singing.  Lyric Chorus participates in the Fall, Winter and Spring choral concerts, as well as West Highôs 
annual Madrigal Dinner.  A lab fee is required. 

A CAPPELLA CHOIR:  4523 

LAB FEE:  $5.00/semester 
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Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Audition (In some cases, sophomore boys may audition into A Cappella Choir 
Requirements:  Attendance at dress rehearsals and concerts outside of regular school hours 
A CAPPELLA CHOIR is an advanced mixed-voice choral group with a strong emphasis on major choral literature.  Continued 
study of vocal production, musicianship, sight-singing, as well as time in the piano lab are activities of this chorus.  In addition to 
the Fall, Winter, and Spring choral concerts, A Cappella Choir sings at additional concerts and events throughout the year for 
which attendance is required of all members.  A lab fee is required. 
 

A CAPPELLA CHOIR ð HONORS:  4573 
LAB FEE:  $5.00/semester 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Audition (In some cases, sophomore boys may audition into A Cappella Choir 
Requirements:  Attendance at dress rehearsals and concerts outside of regular school hours 
A CAPPELLA CHOIR ï HONORS is a credit option available to students enrolled in A Cappella Choir.  Students regularly 
enrolled in A Cappella Choir will not automatically receive honors credit.  Students must apply for honors credit and must meet 
additional expectations in order to be granted the honors credit.  Students must register for the honors option during the fall 
semester and will not be able to add the option at a later time.  A lab fee is required. 
 

MADRIGAL SINGERS:  9233-1 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  None 
Prerequisite:  Audition (In some cases, sophomore boys may audition into Madrigal Singers) 
Co-requisite:  Enrollment in A Cappella Choir 
Requirements:  Attendance at rehearsals and concerts outside of regular school hours 
MADRIGAL SINGERS learn, rehearse, and perform unaccompanied early vocal music.  Students perform in concerts as well as 
at festivals, clinics, and at the annual Madrigal Dinner.  Students are expected to be available to sing throughout the community 
in a variety of venues during (rarely) and after regular school hours.  Madrigal Singers is a not-for-credit ensemble that meets as 
an SLC/Lunch class. 
 

STUDyhall:  9233-2 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  None 
Prerequisite:  None 
Co-requisite:  Enrollment in a curricular choir 
Requirements:  Attendance at rehearsals and concerts outside of regular school hours 
STUDyhall is an ensemble for boys in any grade.  STUDyhall participates in the Fall, Winter, and Spring choral concerts as well 
as some events before and after school.  Students in STUDyhall will learn to sing a variety of styles of music including 
barbershop, a cappella arrangements of popular songs, and standard choral literature.  STUDyhall is a not-for-credit ensemble 
that meets as an SLC/Lunch class. 
 
 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
 

FRESHMAN BAND:  4603 
LAB FEE:  $10.00/semester 
Open to:  9    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Band experience and audition or consent of the instructor 
FRESHMAN BAND is designed for all 9

th
 grade students.  Emphasis is placed on the knowledge and execution of musical 

elements such as timbre, intonation, balance, rhythm, technique and articulation.  Students perform in four concerts in the 
school calendar, one concert per quarter.  A lab fee is required. 
 

CONCERT BAND:  4613 
LAB FEE:  $10.00/semester 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Band experience and audition or consent of the instructor 
Emphasis is placed on music fundamentals and musicianship.  This band will use workbooks and concert literature.  A lab fee is 
required. 
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STRING ENSEMBLE:  4643 
LAB FEE:  $10.00/semester 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Previous string experience and audition or consent of the instructor 
STRING ENSEMBLE is an advanced instrumental group with emphasis on string and orchestral literature.  This group performs 
in concerts and at clinics, contests, and festivals.  Members of String Ensemble will perform throughout the community on a 
regular basis.  A lab fee is required. 
 

SYMPHONIC BAND:  4623 
LAB FEE:  $10.00/semester 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Band experience and audition or consent of the instructor 
Emphasis is placed in individual instrumental techniques and musicianship.  Experiences include exploring traditional and 
contemporary band literature while performing concerts, contests, festivals, and clinics.  A lab fee is required. 
 

SYMPHONIC WINDS:  4673 
LAB FEE:  $10.00/semester 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Band experience and audition or consent of the instructor 
Emphasis is placed in individual instrumental techniques and musicianship.  Experiences include exploring traditional and 
contemporary band literature while performing concerts, contests, festivals, and clinics.  A lab fee required. 
 

WIND ENSEMBLE:  4633 
LAB FEE:  $10.00/semester 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:   1 year    Credit:   1.0 
Prerequisite:  Band experience and audition or consent of the instructor 
WIND ENSEMBLE is an advanced instrumental group with major emphasis on wind ensemble literature while performing 
concerts, contests, festivals, and clinics. In addition, each member will be assigned to a chamber group and will perform on a 
regular basis.  A lab fee is required. 
 

WIND SYMPHONY:  4653 
LAB FEE:  $10.00/semester 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Band experience and audition or consent of the instructor 
WIND SYMPHONY is an advanced instrumental group with emphasis on wind ensemble literature while performing concerts, 
contests, festivals, and clinics.  In addition, each member will be assigned to a chamber group and will perform on a regular 
basis.  A lab fee is required. 
 

WIND SYMPHONY ð HONORS:  4663 
LAB FEE:  $10.00/semester 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Audition 
Requirements:  Attendance at dress rehearsals and concerts outside of regular school hours. 
WIND SYMPHONY ï HONORS is a credit option available to students enrolled in Wind Symphony.  Students regularly enrolled 
in Wind Symphony will not automatically receive honors credit.  Students must apply for honors credit and must meet additional 
expectations in order to be granted the honors credit.  Students must register for the honors option during the fall semester and 
will not be able to add the option at a later time.  A lab fee is required. 
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COURSES LISTED BELOW ARE NON-CREDIT ENSEMBLES AND MEET DURING SLC/LUNCH.  EARLY BIRD JAZZ BAND 
MEETS IN THE MORNING BEFORE SCHOOL. 
 

JAZZ LAB:  9013-1 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  None 
Prerequisite:  Audition or consent of the instructor 
Learn, rehearse and perform contemporary and historical jazz.  Students will perform in school concerts, as well as festivals and 
clinics.  The Jazz Lab is a non-credit band participation which meets during SLC/Lunch and one night a week after school. 
 

JAZZ ENSEMBLE:  9013-2 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  None 
Prerequisite:  Audition or consent of the instructor 
Learn, rehearse and perform contemporary and historical jazz.  Students will perform in school concerts, as well as festivals and 
clinics.  The Jazz Ensemble is a non-credit band participation which meets during SLC/Lunch and one night a week after school. 
 

STAGE BAND:  9013-3 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  None 
Prerequisite:  Audition or consent of the instructor 
Learn, rehearse and perform contemporary and historical jazz.  Students will perform in school concerts, as well as festivals and 
clinics.  The Stage Band is a non-credit band participation which meets during SLC/Lunch and one night a week after school. 
 

JAZZ BAND:  9013-4 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  None 
Prerequisite:  Audition or consent of the instructor 
Learn, rehearse and perform contemporary and historical jazz.  Students will perform in school concerts, as well as festivals and 
clinics.  The Jazz Band is a non-credit band participation which meets during SLC/Lunch and one night a week after school. 
 

NON-PERFORMANCE MUSIC COURSES 
 

MUSIC THEORY:  4713 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Junior or Senior with music experience and signed consent of the instructor 
MUSIC THEORY is a combination of four different disciplines:  music theory, aural skills, music composition, and music history.  
This course is designed to deepen understanding of what music is and how it is and has been created through music study, 
analysis, performance, and composition.  Students who take Music Theory during their Junior year are also able to take AP 
Music Theory during their Senior year.   
 

AP MUSIC THEORY ð HONORS:  4713 
Open to:  12    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prereq uisite:  Senior with music experience and signed consent of the instructor 
Students in AP Music Theory will learn how the various elements of music are employed in music composition in the Common 
Practice Era (approx. 1600-1900).  Emphasis will be placed on the rules of music theory, aural skills, analysis, keyboard skills, 
and composition.  This course is designed with the future professional musician in mind, though it is also very helpful for those 
who are serious about their musical knowledge and enrichment.  Students are encouraged to take the AP Music Theory 
Examination in May.   
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WORLD LANGUAGES 

 
FRENCH 

 
FRENCH 1:  2513 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Past or concurrent enrollment in Developmental English 
This course introduces students to speaking and understanding French through pair and small group activities.  From the first 
day in class, students will communicate and interact in French in a variety of everyday situations.  Exposure to French culture, 
reading and writing are important components of the course.  CDôs and DVDôs promote pronunciation skills and reinforce new 
vocabulary and language patterns.  Students must purchase a workbook and will have daily assignments. 
 

FRENCH 2:  2523 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in French 1 
This course reviews and builds upon skills, grammar and vocabulary acquired in first year French.  Concentration is on spoken 
French, through manipulation of new grammatical structures and new vocabulary.  Text related CDôs continue to promote 
pronunciation skills and reinforce new concepts.  Cultural study is expanded and there are daily assignments.  Students are 
encouraged to continue with French, as many universities require two years for admission and may require four years for 
graduation.  Students must purchase a workbook. 
 

FRENCH 3:  2533 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in French 2 
This course promotes the practical use of French and develops listening and speaking skills through the use of a video series, 
CDôs and group work.  Course reviews grammar while students strengthen writing skills through creative and directed 
paragraphs.  It introduces students to reading of selected short stories.  There is strong emphasis on use of French in class.  
Students must purchase a workbook. 
 

FRENCH 4 ð HONORS:  2543 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in French 3 
This is a course that continues the development of all language skills to a higher level.  Through the video series, the students 
sharpen their ability to understand native speakers.  Students read more complex short stories while increasing vocabulary.  
Both creative and directed writing along with a continued review of language structures allow students to apply and perfect the 
language.  Class is conducted in French.  Students must purchase a workbook. 
 

AP FRENCH 5 ð HONORS:  2553 
Open to:  12    Length:  1 year    Credit:   1.0 
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in French 4 ï Honors 
This course is designed to prepare students for the AP French Language Examination.  Students will express themselves in 
speaking and writing through a variety of styles and purposes.  They will read novels, a play and several short stories in their 
original form along with magazine articles on various topics.  A continuation of the video series will further develop 
understanding of the language spoken by native speakers.  Emphasis is on mastery of the French language.  Grammar is 
reviewed throughout the year.  Class is conducted in French.   
 

SPANISH 
 

SPANISH 1:  2613 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Past or concurrent enrollment in Developmental English.  This course is intended for non-heritage Spanish 
speakers. 
This course introduces the students to the spoken and written Spanish language.  This course emphasizes speaking and 
understanding.  The course also includes reading and writing and the study of Hispanic cultures.  A good understanding of 
English grammar is very helpful.  Students must purchase a workbook and will have daily assignments. 
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SPANISH 2:  2623 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in Spanish 1.  This course is indented for non-heritage Spanish speakers 
This course is designed to continue the practice of communication in the Spanish language.  Students will increase their skills 
through paired and group activities.  The curriculum continues to foster cultural understanding through short reading selections.  
Students must purchase a workbook and complete daily assignments.  Students are encouraged to continue with Spanish, as 
many universities require two years for admission and may require four years for graduation. 
 

SPANISH 3:  2633 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in Spanish 2.  This course is intended for non-heritage Spanish speakers 
Students will further develop their ability to communicate in Spanish by refining their abilities to read, write, speak and listen to 
the Spanish language.  Advanced grammar is introduces while students continue to enhance their vocabulary and use the 
language in class.  Students must purchase a workbook. 
 

SPANISH 4 ð HONORS:  2643 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in Spanish 3.  This course is intended for non-heritage Spanish speakers 
This course seeks to refine and enhance concepts, including grammar techniques, conversational skills, reading and listening 
comprehension, and studies of various aspects of Spanish culture.  Vocabulary is broadened, written and oral fluency are 
increased, and an emphasis is placed upon the study of a variety of literature from Spain and Latin America. 
 

AP SPANISH LANGUAGE 5 ð HONORS:  2653 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in Spanish 4 ï Honors 
This course is designed to prepare students for the AP Language Examination.  Students will read two novels, several short 
stories and a variety of poems in their original form, along with newspaper articles on various topics.  Students will also 
participate in debates and discussions based on the text Conversación y Controversia.  Emphasis is placed on the mastery of 
the Spanish language.  Grammar is reviewed throughout the year.  Class is conducted in Spanish. 
 

SPANISH FOR HERITAGE SPEAKERS 2:  2723 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Placement exam and Teacher/Counselor recommendation 
This course is specifically designed for heritage language Spanish speakers to develop their first language literacy skills and 
build upon their existing language competencies.  This course concentrates on building proficiency in spelling, vocabulary, 
reading and writing.  At the same time, emphasis is placed on highlighting Hispanic heritage and identity.  Study of grammar is 
both explicit and inductive as students enhance reading skills through various genres of print media and literature.  Selections 
include articles, poetry, short stories and legends.  Writing skills are enhanced through journals and compositions related to 
class discussions. 
 

SPANISH FOR HERITAGE SPEAKERS 3:  2723 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Placement exam and Teacher/Counselor recommendation 
This course is a continuation of Spanish for Heritage Speakers 2.  Emphasis is on building increased understanding of syntax 
and language mechanics.  Skill development in listening, speaking, reading and writing is enhanced through discussions, 
compositions and presentations.  Students read a variety of articles, poetry, and short stories by Spanish and Latin American 
authors.  Writing assignments include essays and creative writing.  History, geography and cultural aspects of the Spanish 
speaking Latin American peoples are a central component of this course. 
 

SPANISH FOR HERITAGE SPEAKERS 4 ð HONORS:  2743 
Open to:  9. 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Placement exam and Teacher/Counselor recommendation 
This course reinforces skills developed in previous study.  Study of advanced grammar, syntax and vocabulary are both explicit 
and inductive as students identify and analyze the elements of literature.  Writing skills are specifically targeted for further 
development.  Students enhance skills through discussion, debate and presentations.  Selections from the AP Spanish 
Literature course reading list and a short novel will be read.  The role of Spanish language skills and career identification are an 
important aspect of this course.  This course is designed to successfully prepare students to take the AP Spanish Language 
Exam in May. 
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AP SPANISH LITERATURE 5 ð HONORS:  2663 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in AP Spanish Language 5-Honors or a passing grade in Spanish for Heritage Speakers 4 -       
Honors 
The AP Spanish Literature course is designed to introduce students to the basic techniques of literary analysis in preparation for 
the AP Spanish Literature Exam.  Communication in class is entirely in Spanish.  Students will read, write and explore in 
Spanish about major themes of the authors and literary works in the AP list.  Throughout the course a sample of various genres 
such as poetry, drama, short stories, essays and novels will be introduced in order to further the studentsô understanding of 
Spanish Literature.  Both the cultural component (history, politics, religion, social structure, art and music) and the linguistic 
aspect (grammar, vocabulary and structure) of the analytical process will be emphasized.   
 

BILINGUAL 
 

BILINGUAL INTEGRATED SCIENCE:  0243 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Teacher/Counselor recommendation 
The concepts of physical science, the metric system, and associated laboratory techniques are studied using a strong lab-based 
philosophy.  The material covered correlates with the regular Integrated Science course.  The course provides support in the 
studentôs native language while still introducing and developing key concepts and vocabulary in English. 
 

BILINGUAL BIOLOGY:  0203 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Teacher/Counselor recommendation 
This is a course designed for English language learners whose primary language is Spanish.  The course is an introduction to 
key concepts and vocabulary covering the research method, concepts of ecology, genetics, plants, animals and their structure 
and function.  The material covered correlates with the regular Biology course.  The course provides support in the studentôs 
native language while still introducing and developing key concepts and vocabulary in English.  A lab fee is required. 
 

BILINGUAL AMERICAN LITERATURE:  0381 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Completion of ELL3 or Teacher/Counselor recommendation 
This course is the study of literary development in America from the Colonial Period to the present.  Special emphasis is on 
literary contributions of Native, African, and Hispanic Americans. 
 

BILINGUAL ORAL COMP:  0382 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  completion of ELL 3 or Teacher/Counselor recommendation 
This course covers the principals of individual and group speaking, outlining, library research, and proper grammar and diction.  
Students will give five speeches and two group presentations. 

 
BILINGUAL AMERICAN HISTORY:  0153 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  completion or concurrent enrollment in ELL 3 or Teacher/Counselor recommendation 
The course is the study of events and people who helped to shape American ideology.  Special attention will be given to the 
contributions of minorities (Hispanics) to this development. 
 

BILINGUAL AMERICAN GOVERNMENT:  0141 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Completion or concurrent enrollment in ELL 3 or Teacher/Counselor recommendation 
This course is the study of U.S. government from its creation to the present, covering its national, state and local organization 
and purpose.  Special focus is on the Bill of Rights and citizenship. 
 

BILINGUAL ECONOMICS:  0142 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Completion or concurrent enrollment in ELL 3 or Teacher/Counselor recommendation 
This course is a study of major economic systems and the role of businesses and consumers in a mixed-free enterprise system.  
Students will e required to make individual and group presentations on different economic topics. 

BILINGUAL WORLD CULTURES:  0133 
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Open to:  9, 10    Length:  1 semester   Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Concurrent enrollment in ELL Level 1 or 2, or Teacher/Counselor recommendation. 
This course is a study of the worldôs natural resources, culture, and geography.  As part of the curriculum, students will 
participate I map and reading activities and discussions of current events.  The five basic themes ï location, place, relationships 
within places, movement and region will also be covered.   
 

BILINGUAL HEALTH/HYGIENE:  0552 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Teacher/Counselor recommendation 
This course explores how a student may make wise decisions concerning his/her body, focusing on the areas of physical, 
mental and social health.  Readings and class discussion are done in English. 

 
ELL (ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS 

 
NEWCOMERS ENGLISH LAB:  0533 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Teacher/Counselor recommendation and concurrent enrollment in Newcomers Language Arts 
This is a course designed for newcomers whose primary language is not English.  This course provides beginning vocabulary, 
grammar and writing instruction to develop communicative skills and primarily focuses on phonetics, pronunciation, and listening 
skills.  The course also incorporates various computer programs to reinforce English language learning. 
 

NEWCOMERS STUDY SKILLS:  0523 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit: 1.0 
Prerequisite:  Teacher/Counselor recommendation 
This course is designed to provide resource and instructional support for newcomers who language is not English.  The study 
skills curriculum covers the topics of goal setting, organizational strategies, test-taking tips, note taking and self-identification of 
learning strengths and weaknesses. 
 

NEWCOMERS LANGUAGE ARTS:  0303 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Teacher/Counselor recommendation and concurrent enrollment in Newcomers English Lab 
This course is designed for students who have just arrived to the U.S. from a foreign country and whose primary language is not 
English.  This course provides beginning vocabulary and grammar to develop communicative skills and primarily focuses on 
phonetics, pronunciation, and listening skills.  The course also incorporates various computer programs to reinforce English 
language learning. 
 

NEWCOMERS LITERACY:  0393 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Teacher/Counselor recommendation and concurrent enrollment in Newcomers Language Arts 
This is a course designed for students who have just arrived in the U.S. from a foreign country and whose primary language is 
not English.  This course provides writing and reading instruction to develop Basic English language survival skills. 
 

ELL LANGUAGE ARTS 1:  0313 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Teacher/Counselor recommendation and concurrent enrollment in ELL Literacy 1 
This is a course designed for students who have just arrived to the U.S. from a foreign country and whose primary language is 
not English.  This course provides beginning vocabulary, grammar, and writing instruction to develop communicative skills and 
primarily focuses on phonetics, pronunciation, and listening skills.  The course also incorporates various computer programs to 
reinforce English language learning. 
 

ELL LITERACY 1:  0353 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Teacher/Counselor recommendation and concurrent enrollment in ELL Literacy 1 
This course is designed for students whose first language is not English.  In this course students are taught basic reading and 
writing skills necessary for English language survival.   
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ELL LANGUAGE ARTS 2:  0323 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Teacher/Counselor recommendation and concurrent enrollment in ELL Literacy 2 
This course is designed for students who first language is not English.  It is designed for second year English language learners 
to increase and build upon previously taught information.  New grammar and vocabulary is introduced, understood and 
practiced. 
 

ELL LITERACY 2:  0363 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Teacher/Counselor recommendation and concurrent enrollment in ELL Language Arts 2 
This course is designed for students whose first language is not English.  This course builds upon the basic skills developed in 
ELL Literacy 1.  Students will develop better reading skills through the use of literature and novels.  Writing is further developed, 
as students continue to write narratives, expository and persuasive paragraphs. 
 

ELL LANGUAGE ARTS 3:  0333 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Teacher/Counselor recommendation and concurrent enrollment in ELL Literacy 3 
Student instruction is based on grammar, writing and oral language usage.  Students will develop skills that enable them to 
express themselves both written and orally.  Higher level thinking and processing skills are emphasized. 
 

ELL LITERACY 3:  0373 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Teacher/Counselor recommendation and concurrent enrollment in ELL Language Arts 3 
Students will develop reading skills and strategies as they investigate different genres and styles of writing.  Vocabulary building 
and passage decoding are emphasized.  Students are also responsible for independent reading.  Several novels such as The 
Outsiders and To Kill a Mockingbird will also be read as class assignments. 
 

ELL LANGUAGE ARTS 4:  0343 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Teacher/Counselor recommendation and completion of ELL Language Arts 3 
This course will cover definition, descriptive, narrative, and argumentative, compare and contrast, as well as cause and effect 
essay writing.  Special attention will be given to the development of the topic sentence, introduction, and use of transitions, and 
conclusion.  The course will also cover research techniques, development and writing of the research paper.  Grammar lessons 
will also be included when appropriate. 
 

ELL LITERACY 4:  0383 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Teacher/Counselor recommendation and concurrent enrollment in ELL Language Arts 4 
This course will cover world mythologies using Edith Hamiltonôs Mythology as the point of departure.  Students will research and 
learn the effects of mythology I the development of social customs, value systems, and religious beliefs in different cultures.  
Group projects, class discussions, and play enactments will be required.   
 

ELL BIOLOGY:  0213 
Open to :  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Teacher/Counselor recommendation 
This course is designed for non-Hispanic English language learners.  The course is an introduction to key concepts and 
vocabulary covering the research method, concepts of ecology, genetics, plants, animals and their structure and function.  The 
material covered correlates with the regular Biology course, but is taught at a slower pace concentrating on key concepts and 
vocabulary.  This course is taught in English.  A lab fee is required. 
 

ELL CHEMISTRY IN THE COMMUNITY:  0223 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Teacher/Counselor recommendation 
Chem com is the American Chemical Society curriculum that emphasizes the impact of chemistry on society.  Eight units 
contain student-oriented activities centered on the community and the technological and societal issues it faces.  Laboratory 
experiences are integrated and group decision-making exercises focus on the community issues.  This course is taught in 
English.  A lab fee is required. 
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ELL HEALTH/HYGIENE:  0511 (spring) 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Teacher/Counselor recommendation 
This course explores how a student may make wise decisions concerning his/her body, focusing on the areas of physical, 
mental and social health.  All readings and class discussions are done in English.   
 

ELL ORAL COMPOSITION:  0372 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Completion of ELL Level 2 or Teacher/ Counselor recommendation 
This course focuses on formal and informal speaking and discussion.  Presentations are based on the fundamentals of 
research, dictatin, grammar, outlining and evaluation.  This course is taught in English. 

 
ELL AMERICAN LITERATURE:  0371 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Completion of ELL Level 2 or Teacher/Counselor recommendation 
This course presents an overview of the major literary terms, themes, time periods, and authors of American Literature.  All 
readings and class discussions are done in English and are intended for the non-Hispanic English as a Second Language 
learner.  Through speaking and writing, students are expected to share their personal interpretations, reactions, and feelings. 
 

ELL AMERICAN HISTORY:  0123 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Completion of ELL Level 2 or Teacher/Counselor recommendation 
This course studies the events and individuals that established and developed the USA.  Taught entirely in English, this course 
is intended for the non-Hispanic English as a Second Language learner.  Special attention is given to building background 
knowledge.  Students gain content knowledge as they continue to develop and use English language skills. 
 

ELL AMERICAN GOVERNMENT:  0111 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Completion of ELL Level 2 or Teacher/Counselor recommendation 
This course is a survey of the principles and institution of American Government.  Taught entirely in English, this course is 
intended for the non-Hispanic English as a Second Language learner.  This course provides an overview of the background, 
organization, and responses of the U.S. Government.  Students receive a comprehensive study of the Federal and State 
Governments and Constitutions. 
 

ELL ECONOMICS:  0112 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:    Completion of ELL Level 2 or Teacher/Counselor recommendation 
This course examines the basic principles of major economic systems and is designed for the non-Hispanic English as a 
Second Language learner.  The course encourages students to be responsible consumers, workers, and members of the U.S. 
economic system.  Class is conducted entirely in English. 
 

ELL WORLD CULTURES:  0103 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Teacher/Counselor recommendation 
This course is a study of the worldôs natural resources, culture and geography.  As part of the curriculum, students will 
participate in map and reading activities and discussions of current events.  The five themes ï location, place, relationships 
within places, movement and region will also be covered.  Class is conducted entirely in English. 
 

ELL APPLIED ALGEBRA:  0463 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Teacher/Counselor recommendation 
This course is designed for students who have completed Fundamentals of Math but are not candidates for Sequential Algebra.  
A wide range of basic mathematical concepts will be covered but the primary focus is on developing good basic algebra skills in 
solving equations, graphing and factoring.  The use of a calculator is encouraged to facilitate a focus on concepts instead of 
computation. 
 

 
 
 



36 

 

ELL INTEGRATED MATH:  0483 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Teacher/Counselor recommendation 
This course is for students who have completed Applied Algebra.  It is a continuation of Applied Algebra, and includes most of 
the basic geometry concepts and skills but deals with a higher level of mathematics and includes most of the basic geometry 
concepts of skills. 
 

ELL SEQUENTIAL ALGEBRA 1A/1B:  0453 
Open to:  9, 10, 11   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Teacher/Counselor recommendation 
This course is the first half of traditional one-year Algebra course, taken at a slower pace.  It begins with the order of operations 
and a review of fractions and decimals, and then continues with equations, inequalities, exponents, simplifying expressions, 
systems of equations, and graphing.  Some basic informal geometry is also included. 

 
ELL SEQUENTIAL ALGEBRA 2A/2B:  0473 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Teacher/Counselor recommendation and passing grade in ELL Sequential Algebra 1A/1B 
This course is the second half of the traditional two-year Algebra course.  Topics include functions, equations, inequalities, 
systems, matrices, probability and statistics, transformations, exponents, polynomials and factoring, quadratic functions, radicals 
and rational functions.  
 

ELL ALGEBRA ONE:  0483 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Teacher/Counselor recommendation 
This course focuses on the skill of Algebra.  It includes topics on simplifying expressions, solving and graphing equations, 
factoring, exponents, and radicals. 

 
ELL TECHNICAL GEOMETRY:  0493 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Teacher/Counselor recommendation and passing grade in Algebra 1 or ELL Sequential Algebra 1AB and 2AB 
Technical Geometry is a course intended for college bound and/or technical school bound students not needing a formal course 
in Euclidean Geometry.  The course covers the same concepts and Geometry.  It has a stronger emphasis on student discovery 
by using a hands-on approach and computer activities with less emphasis on formal proofs.  NOTE:  Most students completing 
this class would continue into Finite Math.  It would be possible for a student to go to Algebra 2, with teacher recommendation 
only. 
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MATHEMATICS 
 

PRACTICAL & CONSUMER MATHEMATICS:  4343 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  No Algebra 1 credit or Sequential Algebra credit beyond Sequential Algebra 1A 
Basic math skills are emphasized and directed toward applications in everyday life.  The units of study include, but are not 
limited to, applications to personal income and taxes, banking services, installment purchasing and credit, automobile ownership 
and insurance.  The course content of semesters is not sequential and each may be taken independently of the other. 
 

APPLIED ALGEBRA:  4023 
Open to:  9, 10    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  No Algebra 1 credit or Sequential Algebra credit beyond Sequential Algebra 1A 
This course is for students who are not candidates for Sequential Algebra.  A wide range of basic mathematical concepts will be 
covered but the primary focus is on developing good basic Algebra skills in solving equations, graphing and factoring.  The use 
of a calculator is encouraged to facilitate a focus on concepts instead of computation. 
 

ALGEBRA ONE:  4383 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Departmental Approval 
This course focuses on the skills of Algebra.  It includes topics on simplifying expressions, solving and graphing equations, 
factoring, exponents and radicals. 
 

INTEGRATED MATH:  4033 
Open to:  10, 11   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  No Algebra 1 credit or Sequential Algebra credit beyond Sequential Algebra 1B 
This course is for students who have completed Applied Algebra.  It is a continuation of Applied Algebra, and includes most of 
the basic geometry concepts and skills but deals with a higher level of mathematics. 
 

SEQUENTIAL ALGEBRA 1A/1B:  4043 
Open to:  9, 10, 11   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Department recommendation 
This course is the first half of the traditional one-year Algebra course, taken over two years.  It begins with order of operations 
and a review of fractions and decimals, and then continues with solving multi-step Algebraic equations, linear, graphs, 
inequalities, linear systems and exponents. 
 

SEQUENTIAL ALGEBRA 2A/2B:  4053 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Sequential Algebra 1A/1B and Technical Geometry 
This course is the second half of the traditional two-year Algebra course.  Topics include functions, equations, inequalities, 
systems, matrices, probability and statistics, transformations, exponents, polynomials and factoring, quadratic functions, radicals 
and rational functions.  NOTE:  Most students completing this class would continue into Finite Math.  It would be possible for a 
student to go to Algebra 2 with teacher recommendation only. 
 

TECHNICAL GEOMETRY:  4123 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Leng th:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Sequential Algebra 1AB or Algebra 1 with teacher recommendation only. 
Technical Geometry is a course intended for college bound and /or technical school bound students not needing a formal course 
in Euclidean Geometry.  The course covers the same concepts as Geometry.  It has a stronger emphasis on student discovery 
by using a hands-on approach and computer activities with less emphasis on formal proofs. 
 

FINITE MATH:  4133 
Open to:  11,12    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Completion of Technical Geometry and Sequential Algebra 2B 
Topics will include models, methods and applications needed by students in business, social service, and physical science.  
Also included are set theory, logic, graphing, probability and statistics, finance, matrices, series and sequences, scale drawings, 
right triangles and other systems of mathematics. 
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ALGEBRA 1:  4063 
Open to:  9, 10    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  None 
This is the traditional first year algebra course in the normal four year high school mathematics program, with emphasis on both 
skills and theory. 
 

GEOMETRY:  4103 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Algebra 1 
This is the traditional year of Euclidean Plane Geometry. Emphasis is on axiomatic structures and logical proof.  Additional units 
include constructions, introduction to right triangle trigonometry, and area and volume of solids. 
 

ALGEBRA 2:  4213 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:   1.0 
Prerequisite:  Geometry or Geometry-Honors or department recommendation 
The second year of Algebra reviews basic algebraic skills, studies linear and polynomial functions and relations, complex 
numbers, logarithms, right triangle trigonometry, and the unit circle.  This course requires the use of graphing calculators. 
 

COLLEGE ALGEBRA:  4233 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Algebra 2 or Algebra 2 ï Honors 
This course continues the development of Algebra, Trigonometry, Analytic Geometry, includes units on matrices, Algebra of the 
complex number system, the polar coordinate system and other Pre-Calculus topics.  It provides the background necessary to 
progress to Calculus at the college level.  This course requires the use of graphing calculators. 
 

ALGEBRA 2-HONORS:  4223 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Recommendation of Geometry or Geometry-Honors teacher 
The honors course covers all the topics included in Algebra 2 but at an accelerated pace and in greater depth.  Additional topics 
are included.  The emphasis is on through understanding of skills and concepts and on higher levels of mathematical thinking. 
 

GEOMETRY-HONORS:  4113 
Open to:  9, 10    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Middle School teacher recommendation or teacher recommendation and Department approval for 10

th
 grade 

Students are expected to resolve more challenging problems and more rigorous forms of proofs.  Topics include definition and 
applications of the geometrical system, logic and critical thinking, roots, constructions, coordinate geometry, introduction to 
Trigonometry, and area and volume of solids.  
 

PRE-CALCULUS-HONORS:  4243 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:   1.0 
Prerequisite:   Recommendation of the Algebra 2 or Algebra 2-Honors teacher or completion of College Algebra 
An intensive study of pre-calculus topics such as properties of real numbers,  Trigonometry and Trigonometric functions, limits, 
sequences, elementary functions, vectors, analytic geometry, and some introduction to calculus of polynomial  functions.  This 
course requires the use of graphing calculators.  The last 2, months students will begin Calculus including a study of the 
derivatives of elementary, trigonometric, logarithmic and exponential functions. 
 

AP CALCULUS BC-HONORS:  4253 
Open to:  12    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation 
This is a two semester college course in differential and integral calculus.  It is a study of elementary, trigonometric, logarithmic 
and exponential functions ï their derivatives and integrals and practical applications.  It also includes convergence and 
divergence of sequences and series, Taylor polynomials, polar functions, parametric functions and vectors.  This course follows 
the Advanced Placement course syllabus for Calculus BC. 
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MATH ELECTIVES 
 

AP STATISTICS HONORS:  4273 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Algebra 2 and recommendation of the teacher 
Topics covered include:  exploring data (observing patterns and departures from patterns), designing a study (deciding what and 
how to measure), anticipating patterns (producing models using probability theory and simulation), statistical inference 
(confirming models and hypothesis testing).  This course is equivalent to a one semester, non-calculus based, introductory 
statistics college course.  NOTE:  This is not equivalent to a college statistics class in Mathematics.  Any AP credit earned would 
be in the area of Social Science. 
 

INTRODUCTION TO PROGRAMMING IN C++:  4403 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  A ñCò or better in Geometry or Technical Geometry 
This course is designed to be an engaging first course to programming in the C++ language, and to foster an interest in the field 
of computer science.  The objective of this course is to immerse the learner in the fundamentals of good programming style and 
problem solving techniques.  While offering a solid programming foundation, this course should not prove overwhelming to the 
novice programmer.  The object oriented programming (OOP) aspects of the C++ language are left to a follow-up course.  
NOTE:  This course will be offered on school years ending in an even number (i.e. 2009-2010, 2011-2012, etc). 
 

BEGINNING JAVA:  4413  
Open to:  11, 12     Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  A ñCò or better in Geometry or Technical Geometry 
This course is designed to be an engaging first course to programming in the Java language, and to foster an interest in the field 
of computer science.  This objective o this course it to immerse the learner in the fundamentals of good programming style and 
problem solving techniques without overwhelming the novice programmer.  The decision was made to offer exposure to 
graphics and GUI interfaces in this foundation course, thus leaving most of the object oriented programming (OOP) aspects of 
the language to a follow-up course.  NOTE:  This course will be offered on school years ending in an odd number (i.e. 2010-
2011, 2012-2013, etc). 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION, HEALTH AND DRIVER EDUCATION COURSES 
 

FRESHMAN YEAR 
 

HEALTH/HYGIENE:  5001 (fall) 5002 (spring) 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
The State of Illinois requires all students to complete a course of study in Health Education.  This course is normally taken 
during the freshman year.  This course promotes healthy lifestyles based on knowledge gained from the latest research.  This 
establishes the concept that personal health, is mostly within the control of the individual.  A healthy lifestyle is a matter of wise 
personal choice. 
 

DEVELOPMENTAL HEALTH/HYGIENE:  5011 (fall) 5012 (spring) 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Reading Skills 
The State of Illinois requires all students to complete a course of study in Health Education.  This course is normally taken 
during the sophomore year.  This course is designed to be presented objectively to allow the student to make wise decisions 
concerning health-related problems.  This includes aspects of physical, mental and social health. 
 

FRESHMAN ACTIVITY 1:  5101 (fall) 5102 (spring) 
Open to:  9, 10    Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
The State of Illinois requires all students to take a Physical Education Class.  This class will offer a variety of activities to provide 
a foundation of skills and knowledge.  This will include fitness education, team sports and individual sports. 
 

FRESHMAN ACTIVITY 2:  5091 (fall) 5092 (spring) 
Open to:  9, 10    Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
The State of Illinois requires all students to take a Physical Education Class.  This class will offer a variety of activities to provide 
a foundation of skills and knowledge.  This will include fitness education, team sports and individual sports. 
 

SOPHOMORE YEAR 
 

DRIVER EDUCATION:  5301 (fall) 5302 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $200.00 (plus State of IL fee to be paid in class) 
Open to:  See course description Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  4 credits on transcript record-passing 8 courses previous two semesters; minimum age of 15; a social security 
number. 
This is a three phase program:  Classroom, simulation, and behind-the-wheel.  It is designed to help the student learn basic car 
control and observation of human and natural laws.  It emphasizes defensive driving.  Students will be assigned according to the 
oldest first.  A participation fee is required in addition to the state registration fee.  A student who has taken Driver Education and 
failed any portion of the course will be required to pay a participation fee if he/she repeats the class.  A student must pass all 
parts of the Driver Education course to be eligible to take the driving test for a license.  Students will receive two grades:  a 
classroom grade and a lab grade.  Students have a pass/fail option for the class grade; however, the lab grade is not factored 
into the GPA.  No Drivers Ed.  from an outside source will be accepted  for credit.  
 

SOPHOMORE PHYSICAL EDUCATION:  5241, 5251, 5271 (fall) 5242, 5252, 5272 (spring) 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
During Sophomore PE, the students will build on the fitness skills and knowledge provided in their freshman year and set up a 
personal fitness plan.  Students will participate in team and individual skill activities.  This course also includes CPR/First 
Aid/AED, taught through the American Heart Association curriculum.  NOTE:  CPR is a graduation requirement. 
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JUNIOR AND SENIOR YEAR 
 

Records of each junior and senior student should show that Health/Hygiene, Driver Education, CPR/First Aid/AED have been 
taken and passed.  A wide variety of team sports, individual sports, and fitness activities will be available for students to select 
from.  All courses will have fitness interwoven in the activities.  A (10) means sophomores can take this course if they have their 
CPR and Driver Education requirements met. 
 

ACTIVITY 1:  5201 (fall) 5202 (spring) 
Open to: (10), 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course is broken into 6 units of team sport activities.  The activities are:  Football, Soccer, Softball, Floor Hockey, 
Basketball, and Volleyball. 
 

ACTIVITY 2:  5211 (fall) 5212 (spring) 
Open to:  (10), 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course is broken into 6 units of team sport activities.  The activities are:  Football, Soccer, Softball, Floor Hockey, 
Basketball, and Volleyball. 
 

INDIVIDUAL:  5321 (fall) 5322 (spring) 
Open to:  (10), 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course is broken into 6 units of individual/dual sport activities.  The activities are:  Tennis, Frisbee Golf, Badminton, 
Jogging/Speed walking, Pickleball and Net sports. 
 

TEAM:  5281 (fall) 5282 (spring) 
Open to:  (10), 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course is broken into 6 units of team activities.  The activities are:  Softball, Lacrosse, Volleyball, Football, Basketball, and 
Recreation Games/Team Building. 
 

LIFETIME:  5221 (fall) 5222 (spring) 
Open to:  (10), 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course is broken into 6 units of lifetime activities.  The activities are:  Bowling, Badminton, Volleyball, Softball, Jogging, and 
Tennis.  There is a fee associated with this course. 

 
ADVENTURE:  5291 (fall) 5292 (spring) 
Open to:  (10), 11,12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course offers non-traditional activities that help develop teamwork, trust, and leadership skills.  The curriculum also includes 
short units in hiking, canoeing, and wall climbing.  Fees are associated with this course. 
 

ATHLETIC:  5121 (fall) 5122 (spring) 
Open to:  (10), 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Coachôs recommendation is required 
This course offers the West Aurora Athlete the opportunity to improve their agility, speed, and strength. 
 

LEADER 1:  5021 (fall) 5022 (spring) 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation is required 
This course offers students the opportunity to develop leadership skills, learn how to teach a skill, develop conflict resolution 
techniques, and are exposed to other skills needed to be a teacher. 
 

LEADER 2:  5031 (fall) 5302 (spring) 
Open to:  11, 12    Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation and Leader 1 
This course offers students the opportunity to apply skills learned in the Leader 1 course.   
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WALK/GROUP:  5041 (fall) 5042 (spring) 
Open to:  (10), 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course offers students the opportunity to work on and learn about fitness techniques by walking in the neighborhood and 
participating in group exercise classes. 
 

GROUP:  5051 (fall) 5052 (spring) 
Open to:  (10), 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
Yoga, Stability ball work and other activities will be used. 
 

DANCE:  5061(fall) 5062 (spring) 
Open to:  (10), 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course is broken into units covering Ballet, Modern, Jazz, Hip Hop, and Latin Dance. 
 

PERSONAL FITNESS:  5261 (fall) 5262 (spring) 
Open to:  (10), 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course uses cardio machines, strength machines, and other activities to help the student strive to meet personal fitness 
goals. 
 

FOOD AND FITNESS:  3071 (fall) 3072 (spring) 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  1.0 (.5 Home Ec., .5 PE) 
Prerequisite:  None 
Fitness & Nutrition is a two-period integrated course in which student will prepare nutritious foods and participate in various 
fitness and stress management activities to learn and develop an understanding of a total approach to wellness.  During the 
semester, students will enjoy activities such as golfing, jogging, aerobics, weight training, and bicycling, swimming, dietary 
analysis, preparation of nutritional meals, menus, and snacks.  Fitness activities may include equipment rental or service fees.  
A lab fee is required. 
 

ADAPTIVE PHYSICAL EDUCATION:  5141 (fall) 5142 (spring) 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  A doctorôs note excusing the student from regular physical education and consent of department chairperson 
Most games and drills done will be directed toward hand-eye coordination and game strategies.  Students will not be physically 
exerted or exposed to physical contact. 
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SCIENCE 
 

FULL YEAR COURSES 
 

INTEGRATED SCIENCE:  5523 
Open to:  9    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  None 
The concepts of physical science, the metric system, and associated laboratory techniques are studied using a strong lab based 
philosophy.  This course is recommended for incoming freshman.  Students are placed based on 8

th
 grade Explore test score.  A 

lab notebook and safety goggles are required. 
 

BIOLOGY:  5623 
LAB FEE:  $10.00/year 
Open to:  9, 10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  One year of Integrated Science or 8

th
 grade placement 

This is an introduction to the life sciences covering the research method, concepts in ecology, genetics and plant, animal and all 
structure and function.  A lab fee is required. 
 

BIOLOGY TECH:  5633 
LAB FEE:  $10.00/year 
Open to:  10    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Recommendation by Freshman Science teacher 
This is a project-based Biology course that covers environmental and health-related topics.  Students demonstrate knowledge, 
the use of presentation software and direct application of scientific method.  Group work is utilized regularly.  Projects require 
building, written and communication components.  A lab fee is required. 
 

BIOLOGY ð HONORS:  5643 
LAB FEE:  $10.00/year 
Open to:  9    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Course placement is based on multiple scores including 8

th
 grade science grade, EXPLORE.  Middle school and 

High school Department Chair recommendation is also required. 
This is a 9

th
 grade honors biology course that provides an in-depth study of the cell as the basic unit of life, the inheritance of 

traits, ecology, and the diversity of organisms.  Independent study and group projects facilitated by the instructor will provide 
opportunities for broad coverage of biology topics and their relationship to current technology.  A lab fee is required.   
 

AP BIOLOGY ð HONORS:  5663 
LAB FEE:  $10.00/year 
Open to:  12    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Physics Teacher recommendation, ñBò or better in Biology, ñBò or better in Chemistry 
This second year Biology course covers molecular biology, energy, body systems, genetics, and DNA replication in great detail.  
This course follows the outline of the National Advanced Placement (AP) curriculum.  A lab fee is required. 
 

ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY:  5413 
LAB FEE:  $10.00/year 
Open to:  12    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  3 years of science and teacher recommendation 
This lab oriented course includes structure and function of the human body.  Content includes structure and function of the 
human body.  This course gives a detailed overview of the eleven major body systems through lecture, lab and field trips.  A lab 
fee is required. 
 

CHEMISTRY:  5923 
LAB FEE:  $10.00/year 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Completed a Biology course, completed Algebra sequence preferred, teacher recommendation 
The Chemistry curriculum provides preparation in laboratory techniques, knowledge of chemical concepts, and problem solving 
skills.  This course is designed for the college bound student.  A lab manual, lab notebook and lab fee are required. 
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CHEMISTRY IN COMMUNITY:  5943 
LAB FEE:  $10.00/year 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Completed 1 year of science and teacher recommendation 
Chem Com is the American Chemical Society curriculum that emphasizes the impact of chemistry on society.  Eight units 
contain student oriented activities centered on the community and the technological and societal issues it faces.  Laboratory 
experiences are integrated and group decision making exercises focus on the community issues.  A lab fee is required. 
 

CHEMISTRY ð HONORS:  5953 
LAB FEE:  $10.00/year 
Open to: 10    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Completion of Biology ï Honors during freshman year with a grade of ñCò or better and both of the following:  
Completion of Algebra with a ñBò or better and Biology teacher recommendation 
This 10

th
 grade honors course covers general chemistry topics at an accelerated pace and in greater detail.  Areas of study 

include measurement, the mole, thermodynamics, gases and acids. 
 

AP CHEMISTRY ð HONORS:  5933 
LAB FEE:  $10.00/year 
Open to:  12    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  ñBò or better in Chemistry and physics or passed Physics ï Honors or department recommendation 
This course is an intensive, second year course in Chemistry.  This laboratory oriented course uses a first year college 
chemistry text and a laboratory program supplemented with college level experiments.  This course follows the National 
Advanced Placement curriculum.  A lab manual, lab notebook and lab fee are required. 
 

PHYSICS:  5823 
LAB FEE:  $10.00/year 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Passed one year of Geometry and two years of science 
This course is a presentation of the laws of nature with the study and confirmation of these laws in the laboratory.  It develops 
fact-pursuing skills along with problem-solving techniques.  It includes units in the following areas:  motion, Newtonôs laws, 
forces, work, energy, momentum, waves, sound, light, mechanics, and electrical energy.  A lab manual, lab notebook, 
AccoPress binder and lab fee are required.  NOTE:  Technical Geometry does not fulfill the prerequisite. 
 

CONCEPTUAL PHYSICS:  5843 
LAB FEE:  $10.00/year 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Two full years of science and passed a one or two-year Algebra sequence; Concurrent enrollment in a Geometry 
course is preferred 
Conceptual Physics is a course intended for 11

th
 and 12

th
 graders seeking a full-year lab science course following Chemistry 

(typically Chem Com).  Much of the concepts are the same as a traditional physics course, except the mathematical applications 
are less intensive.  This course is not recommended for those who will pursue science after high school.  Primary concepts 
include motion, Newtonôs laws, forces, work, energy, momentum, waves, sound and light.  The focus is on daily applications and 
hands-on activities. 
 

PHYSICS ð HONORS:  5833 
LAB FEE:  $10.00/year 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation, two years of Algebra or concurrent enrollment, passed one year of Geometry; 
Concurrent enrollment in College Algebra is recommended 
This course uses the concept development approach.  Concepts are used to help the student understand the nature of the 
physical world, and then used to solve problems.  The laboratory is a basic tool for exploring and learning and is supplemented 
with Mechanical Universe excerpts and simulations.  Topics include mechanics, relativity, energy, electricity, magnetism and 
light.  A lab notebook, AccoPress binder and lab fee are required. 
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AP PHYSICS-HONORS:  5853 
LAB FEE:  $10.00/year 
Open to:  12    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  ñBò or better in Physics, passed Honors Physics, or department recommendation 
This intensive second year course in Physics is for students seeking an advanced coverage of topics learned the first year.  This 
course follows the National Physics B curriculum as prescribed by the College Board.  This course is not calculus based and 
therefore is not recommended for those students pursuing studies in engineering or the physical sciences.  It is recommended 
that those students consider AP Chemistry.  Please consult your guidance counselor or science instructor for more details. 
 

SEMESTER COURSES 
 

ANIMAL BEHAVIOR:  5641 (fall) 5642 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $5.00 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Biology or Biology Tech 
This course is a study of the nervous and endocrine systems of animals and how these systems relate to the behavior, 
communication and learning in animals.  A lab fee is required. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE:  5651 (fall) 5652 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $5.00 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Biology, Biology Tech and a Chemistry course 
This course is a study of the interrelationships between organisms and their environment.  Emphasis is on environmental 
problems and possible solutions.  A lab fee is required. 
 

ASTRONOMY:  5701 (fall) 5702 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $5.00 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
This is an introduction to the methods used to study the solar system, galaxy, and universe.  It also includes a detailed study of 
the earth and the other planets, with emphasis on manôs history and future in space exploration.  A lab fee is required. 
 

GEOLOGY:  5711 (fall) 
LAB FEE:  $5.00 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course stresses the geological processes which have changed and are changing the major landscape features of the earth 
with emphasis on the composition of the earthôs materials.  Laboratory activities are included.  A lab fee is required. 
 

HORTICULTURE:  5671 (fall) 5672 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $5.00 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course will explore the horticulture industry through lessons focusing on basic background information about this field of 
study, the importance of horticulture, environmental impacts o horticulture, and career opportunities.  Students will also build 
basic biology course work in a unit that addresses plant anatomy and physiology.  Plant propagation through various methods 
will also be covered.  Students will study the properties and components of growing media as well as nutrients, and fertilizers.  
Pest management will also be addressed in the horticulture curriculum.  A lab fee is required. 
 

METEOROLOGY:  5722 (spring) 
LAB FEE:  $5.00 
Open to: 11, 12    Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course is a study of the atmosphere, hydrosphere, regional geography, climate patterns, and weather predictions.  
Laboratory activities and weather observation are integral parts of the course.  A lab fee is required. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

CONSUMER ECONOMICS:  3411 (fall) 3412 (spring) 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course examines the studentôs role as a consumer in todayôs economy.  The class emphasizes the practical aspects of 
being a consumer, which includes:  the consumerôs role in the economy, problem in the market place, financial management, 
credit, taxes, insurance, transportation, buying decisions, and consumer rights and responsibilities. 
 

WORLD CULTURES:  6043 
Open to:  9, 10    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course is a study of the physical and cultural characteristics of our world and the ways in which people interact with these 
physical characteristics and each other.  During the first semester, students will examine the five basic themes (location, place, 
human environment, interaction, movement and region) as they apply to North, Central and South America and Europe.  During 
the second semester, students will study the five themes as they apply to Africa, the Middle East, Asia, Australia and Oceania. 
 

WORLD HISTORY:  6223 
Open to:  9, 10    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  This course examines issues such as:  (a) how great nations and empires rise and fall, (b) how nations become 
involved in war and peace, (c) how great religions develop, (d) how different peoples develop their governments and economies, 
(e) how geography influences history, and (f) how arts reflect the societies that create them.  During the first semester, the 
course covers events from the ancient civilization to the Age of Exploration (1789).  The second semester covers events from 
the Age of Exploration and the French Revolution to recent times. 
 

MODERN HISTORY:  6543 
Open to:  10, 11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  ñCò or better in World Cultures or World History or overall GPA of 3.5 
This course is an in-depth study of World History during the modern times.  Some of the topics of study include:  the ear of 
Enlightenment, The Industrial Revolution and the Cold War; the movements of imperialism and nationalism in Europe and 
America; the modern history of regions such as China, India and Africa; and the personalities of history such as Napoleon, 
Bismarck and Hitler.  Special consideration is given to significant twentieth century events including World War II and the 
Holocaust.  Readings outside of the textbook, projects and videos are important aspects of the course.  This is an excellent 
choice for students who enjoy history. 
 

SOCIOLOGY:  6111 (fall) 6112 (spring) 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Good reading skills and a 2.0 or better GPA 
This is the scientific study of society, involving all forms of human interaction.  This includes such topics as marriage/family, men 
and women, religion, education, racism, social classes, occupations, and deviant behavior.  Selected readings, videos, and 
projects are an integral part of the course content.  
 

PSYCHOLOGY 1 - THE HUMAN MIND:  6121 (fall) 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
Students will learn about Psychology as a science.  The brain, senses, memory and principles of learning will be studied.  Select 
readings, videos, and experiments are an integral part of the course content. 
 

PSYCHOLOGY 2 ð PERSONALITY AND MENTAL HEALTH:  6132 (spring) 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  Psychology 1 
Students will learn about personality, developmental psychology, with emphasis on birth through adolescence; and mental 
health/illness.  Selected readings, videos, and experiments are an integral part of the course content leading to a greater self-
understanding. 
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AP PSYCHOLOGY ð HONORS:  6123 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credi t:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Placement in AP US History or Department Chair approval 
The AP Psychology ï Honors course is designed to introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of the behavior and 
mental processes of human beings and other animals.  Students will be exposed to the psychological facts, principles and 
phenomena associated with each of the major subfields within psychology.  Students will also learn about the methods 
psychologists use in their science and practice.   
 

UNITED STATES HISTORY:  6303 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course is a chronological/conceptual study of the United States starting with European backgrounds and ending with the 
administration of the current president.  Students will be required to develop their writing skills. 
 

AP US HISTORY ð HONORS:  6313 
Open to:  11    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  3.5 GPA and Grammar/Expository Composition ï Honors or Archetypes in Literature ï Honors 
This course is an in-depth chronological/conceptual study of the political, economic, social, cultural and diplomatic history of the 
United States incorporating the study of significant themes and topics of American history including, but not limited to, American 
diversity, identity, demographic change, citizenship and reform.  Students will analyze primary source evidence and historical 
interpretations and students will practice analytical and interpretive writing.  Students will prepare for the Advanced Placement 
Examination in United States History. 
 

AMERICAN STUDIES:  2213 
Open to:  11    Length:  1 year    Credit:   2.0 

(1.0 U.S. History, .5 St. Am. Lit., .5 Precollege writing) 

Prerequisite :  Grammar/Expository Composition, Grammar/Expository Composition-Honors, or teacher recommendation 
This course is a team taught study of American culture with an emphasis on American history and literature integrated with the 
fine arts (music, paintings, material culture, architecture and films).  With a chronological approach to the study of American life, 
students are exposed to higher level thinking skills employed in group discussions and simulations.  The teachers (History and 
English) are the lead facilitators, but the class members are also part of the team.  Students are expected to read the required 
materials (primary and secondary sources) and to be prepared to participate in all aspects of the learning environments.  This is 
a yearlong course which meets for 2 periods.  Students will receive the one required credit in U.S. History plus the .5 required 
credit for American Literature first semester and a .5 credit for Precollege Writing second semester.  This course is highly 
recommended for those students who wish to exercise their creativity, improve their writing skills, and learn to connect many 
fields of knowledge resulting in an integrated look at America, past and present.   
 

AMERICAN GOVERNMENT:  6321 (fall) 5322 (spring) 
Open to:  11,12    Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course is a survey of the principles and institutions of American Government, their background, organizations, and 
responses to the changing needs of the nation.  It is also an exploration of those factors that influence political behavior.  This 
course satisfies the State of Illinois requirement for citizenship education. 
 

AP AMERICAN GOVERNMENT ð HONORS:  6341 (fall) 6342 (spring) 
Open to:  12    Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  AP US History or Department Chair approval 
This course will include both the study of general concepts used to interpret US politics, and the analysis of specific examples.  
It will also require familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that constitute US politics.   Students will 
become acquainted with a variety of theoretical perspectives and explanations of various behaviors and outcomes.  NOTE:  
Students that register for AP American Government ï Honors are encouraged to register for AP Macroeconomics. 
 

ECONOMICS:  6331 (fall) 6332 (spring) 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course examines the basic principles of the major economic systems operating in the world today, focusing primarily on our 
own mixed-free enterprise system.  Emphasis is placed on how each individual can best function as a consumer, a producer, 
and citizen in our economic society.  This course satisfies the State of Illinois requirement for Consumer Education. 
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AP MACROECONOMICS ð HONORS:  6351 (fall) 6352 (spring) 
Open to:  12    Length:  1 semester   Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  AP US History or Department Chair approval 
AP Macroeconomics will give students a thorough understanding of economic principles that apply to all economic systems.  
The AP course emphasizes five units of study:  (1) Basic Economic Concepts; (2) Measurements of Economic Performance; (3) 
National Income and Price Determination; (4) Economic Growth; (5) International Finance and Exchange Rates and Balance of 
Payments.  NOTE:  Students that register for AP Macroeconomics are encouraged to register for AP American Government ï 
Honors. 
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HEALTH SCIENCES CAREER ACADEMY 
 

SOPHOMORE YEAR 
 

HEALTH SCIENCE 1:  H103 
Open to:  10    Length:  1 year    Credit:  .5 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course provides students with background information on health care and begins to expose students to different health 
careers through guest speakers, field trips, and job shadowing experiences.  Some topics include the history of health care, 
roles and responsibilities of health care workers, microorganisms, genetics, common diseases, introduction to medical 
terminology and human anatomy.                   N105 
 

SCIENCE: 
Open to:  10    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  None 
Students in the Academy will be enrolled in either Biology or Chemistry based on science and math prerequisites and teacher 
recommendation.  See Science section for description of Biology and Chemistry.  A lab fee is required. 
 

ENGLISH:   
Open to:  10    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  None 
Students in the Academy will be enrolled in English classes based on prerequisites and teacher recommendation. 
 

MATH: 
Open to:  10    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  None 
Geometry will be offered to students meeting the required prerequisite of 1 year of Algebra credit (Algebra 1).  Other math 
classes offered in the Academy will be determined by prerequisites and teacher recommendation. 
 

JUNIOR YEAR 
 

HEALTH SCIENCE 2:  H113 
Open to:  11    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  None 
This course continues to explore health careers and begins to develop specific health care skills and general job-related skills.  
Students enrolled in their junior year will be matched with a professional partner in the health care field and will spend one to 
four hours each month at that partnerôs job site.  Some topics include:  growth and development, team work, use of technology 
nutritional analysis, vital signs, basic anatomy/physiology and focusing on diseases and medical terminology. 
                       N206 
 

SCIENCE: 
Open to:  11    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  None 
Students in the Academy will be enrolled in either Chem Com or Advanced Topics in Medical Science based on science and 
many prerequisites and teacher recommendation.  See the Science section for descriptions of Chem Com and Advanced Topics 
in Medical Science.  A lab fee is required. 
 

ADVANCED TOPICS IN MEDICAL SCIENCE:  H433 
Open to:  11, 12   Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  Biology and Chemistry 
This course is designed for Health Sciences Career Academy students who have completed Biology and Chemistry.  This 
course will integrate concepts from biology, chemistry, and physics into a problem-based learning approach to investigate 
current topics related to medical science.  The six units of study will include investigations into microbiology and infectious 
disease, kinesiology and sports medicine, and bio- and medical ethics.  A lab fee is required. 
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ENGLISH:  
Open to:  11    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  None 
Students in the Academy will be enrolled in English classes based on prerequisites and teacher recommendation. 
 

MATH:   
Open to:  11    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisite:  None 
The math classes taken in the Academy will be determined on prerequisites and teacher recommendation. 
 

SENIOR YEAR 
 

HEALTH SCIENCE 3:  H121 
Open to:  12    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of competencies in Health Sciences courses as determined by the instructor. 
This class meets for two class periods.  Students enrolled in the Academy will enroll in the health science-related classes at 
Waubonsee Community College during the 1

st
 semester.  Students receive 6 or 7 college credits for these courses which 

include classroom work, lab work and clinical experiences.  During the 2
nd

 semester students may be placed in Directed Study in 
Health Science based on prerequisites, certification, graduation requirements met, and teacher recommendation.  NOTE:  
Transportation required for participation in this program is the responsibility of the student.  In many cases, regular schedules 
will have to be adjusted to allow for participation and travel times, if activities are scheduled during regular school hours. 
                        N206 
 

ENGLISH:   
Open to:  12    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisites:  None 
Students in the Academy will be enrolled in English classes based on prerequisites and teacher recommendations. 
 

ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY:  H423 
Open to:  12    Length:  1 year    Credit:  1.0 
Prerequisites:  None 
This lab oriented course is designed for students in the Health Sciences Career Academy.  Content includes structure and 
function of human body.  This course gives a detailed overview of the eleven major body systems through lecture, lab and field 
trips.  A lab fee is required. 
 

DIRECTED STUDY IN HEALTH SCIENCE: 
Open to:  12    Length:  2

nd
 semester   Credit:  .5 

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of competencies in Health Sciences courses as determined by the instructor 
The VALEES Directed Study Program is designed for students interested in pursuing careers in health related occupations that 
have completed or are completing course work in an approved program at their high school and/or area vocational center.  
Students enrolled in this program have the opportunity to participate in advanced learning and experiences in health 
occupations provided through private or public sector internships or community college course work supported by the local 
school district.  An education plan is developed with a high school or area vocational school Health Sciences teacher to address 
individual student career goals.  Credit may vary based upon the amount of time the student spends in an approved activity 
consistent with their schoolôs criteria for awarding credit.  Students enrolled in community college programs may earn both 
secondary and community college credit.  NOTE:  Transportation required for participation in this program is the responsibility of 
the student.  In many cases, regular schedules will have to be adjusted to allow for participation and travel times, if activities are 
scheduled during regular school hours. 
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FRESHMAN YEAR 
 

The freshman year is the most difficult year, yet the most important indicator of student success.  Academic 
planning, career exploration, adjusting to the role of a young high school adult, and becoming involved in school 
events are the areas of concentration for the new incoming high school student.  The profile of a successful 
freshman student incorporates the following attributes: 
 

¶ understands graduation requirements, the importance of a high school transcript, GPA, rank-in-class, and 
grading periods 

 

¶ maintains good school attendance, is punctual to classes, and is prepared for each day with materials and 
completed assignments 

 

¶ understands where to go for help, recognizes building personnel and resources for assistance 
 

¶ accepts responsibility and consequences for his/her actions 
 

¶ sets realistic future goals  
 
A student who strives to meet these requirements will find high school to be a rewarding and enjoyable experience. 

 
FRESHMAN CHECKLIST 

 
8TH GRADE YEAR 
____ Interpretation of Explore (achievement test and career interest inventory) 
____ Administration of placement testing 
____ Begin pre-registration with high school counselors 

 
SUMMER BEFORE 9TH GRADE YEAR 
____ Finalize registration for high school 
____ Participate in Enter with Pride 
____ Update profile in CareerCruising.com 

 
FALL 
____ Join athletic/club activities 
____ Participate in all school Test Day (October) ï Retired PLAN (practice ACT) 

 
 
WINTER 
____ Participate in Curriculum Day 
____ Pre-register with counselor (post-secondary education/career plans, 4 yr. plan) 
____  Attend Financial Aid Seminar 

 
 
SPRING 
____ Consider summer school enrollment 
____ Review course selections for 10th grade year (mailed home in June) 
____ If you are an athlete considering playing sports at the college level, tell your counselor and coach 
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SOPHOMORE YEAR 
 

The sophomore year focuses on continuing to build a strong GPA and class rank.  Sophomores now move from the adjustment 
phase of the freshman year to understanding the world of work and their role in it.  Some of the aspects emphasized during this 
grade level include understanding the nature of work, career path options and demands, work place ethics, educational 
commitment, and job outlook.  If their schedule allows, it is now time to select coursework that supplements their career 
interests/talents. 
     

SOPHOMORE CHECKLIST 
 

SUMMER BEFORE 10TH GRADE YEAR 
____  Finalize registration for 10th grade year 
____  Check on summer school grades (received and recorded) 
____  Update profile in CareerCruising.com 

 
 
 
FALL 
____  Continue participation in athletic/club activities 
____  Participate in all school Test Day (October) ï PLAN (practice ACT) 
____  Visit the Career Center (through English curriculum) 
____  Learn how to search careers/job information (CIS) 
____  Explore career options 

 
 
 
WINTER 
____  Participate in Curriculum Day 
____  Pre-register with counselor (post-secondary education/career plan, update original 4 yr. plan) 
____  Attend Financial Aid Seminar 

 
 
 
SPRING 
____  Consider summer school enrollment 
____  Review course selections for 11th grade year (mailed home in June) 
____ If you require accommodations for PSAT, AP, or SAT for the future, you must apply now ï see your  
 your counselor for information 
____ If you are an athlete considering playing sports at the college level, tell your counselor or coach 
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JUNIOR YEAR 
 
The junior year continues to stress the importance of GPA and class rank while heightening opportunities to facilitate post-secondary decision-
making and planning.  This includes guiding students to seek relative and current information pertaining to their post-secondary options (2 yr. 
college, 4 yr. college, military, technical/trade school or work).   

 
JUNIOR CHECKLIST 

 
SUMMER BEFORE 11TH GRADE YEAR 
____  Finalize registration for 11th grade year 
____  Check on summer school grades (received & recorded) 
____  Update profile in CareerCruising.com 

 
 
FALL 
____  Continue participation in athletic/club activities 
____  Attend College Night at Waubonsee Community College 
____  Prepare a resume or college application, participate in mock interviews, prepare for ACT (through junior 

curriculum) 
____  Participate in all school Test Day (October) ï PSAT (Practice SAT) or ASVAB (Achievement & Career 

Aptitude Test) or Retired ACT 

 
 
WINTER 
____  Begin brainstorming about possible target colleges, universities or other post secondary options 
____  Sign-up for the ACT-Prep class 
____ Attend Financial Aid Seminar 
____  Participate in Curriculum Day 
____  If you want to take the ACT on the National Test Day in April, get an application in the Guidance Office 
____  Look for results of ASVAB/PSAT/Retired ACT (mailed home in January) 
____  Does your college require SAT I or II?  If so, get an application in the Guidance office 

 
 
SPRING 
____  Consider and plan any spring vacation campus visits 
____  Begin listing target colleges on comparison worksheet 
____  Begin calling, writing or e-mailing target colleges to request publication materials 
____  Pre-register with counselor (post-secondary education/career plan, update original 4 yr. plan) 
____  Take the PSAE (Prairie State Achievement Exam) (April) - Required for Graduation  
____  Consider summer school enrollment 
____  Review course selections for 12th grade year (mailed home in June) 
____  Consider and plan summer and fall college visits 
____  Review and update target college list 
____ If you are an athlete considering playing sports at the college level, sign up for the NCAA Clearinghouse 
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SENIOR YEAR 
 
The senior year is still a time for students to continue their good study habits in order to maintain a solid GPA and 
class rank.  It is important to continue to take challenging courses in-order to best prepare for post-secondary 
options.  Of equal importance is to review progress towards graduation, begin to follow a transition plan for life after 
high school, and meet deadlines for college admissions, NCAA, scholarships, testing, and financial aid.  This is a fun 
time as students can now look back on how they have matured, but there is still work to be done as students prepare 
for the next phase of their life. 

 
SENIOR CHECKLIST 

 
SUMMER BEFORE 12TH GRADE YEAR 
____  Finalize registration for 12th grade year 
____  Check on summer school grades (received and recorded) 
____  Update profile in CareerCruising.com 

 
FALL 
____  Continue participation in athletic/club activities 
____  Consider ACT re-takes and/or SAT I or II as required 
____  Senior Interview with counselor to discuss graduation requirements and post secondary plans 
____  See college representatives that visit West High 
____  College Night at Waubonsee Community College 
____  Request applications from target colleges 
____  During all school Test Day, visit colleges 
____  Consider essay topics; gather teacher recommendations 
____  Turn in college applications to be eligible for early admission (check application for exact date) 
____  Check the scholarship bulletin board to see which ones you might be eligible for (Do this monthly!) 
____  Re-take for PSAE (Prairie State Achievement Exam) (Oct.) if you are unhappy with your results ï Required 

for Graduation  
____ If you are an athlete considering playing sports at Division I or Division II colleges, make an appointment with 

the NCAA counselor in guidance to make sure you meet the NCAA Clearinghouse requirements 

 
WINTER 
____  Order cap and gown for graduation 
____  Attend Financial Aid Seminar 
____  Complete FAFSA on-line after January 1st 
____  Make sure all applications are turned in 

 
SPRING 
____  Plan campus visits, as needed, to help with final decisions 
____  Compare financial aid decisions 
____  Send the required deposit to the school of your final choice and also notify the schools you wonôt attend 
____  Make sure you take AP exams, if appropriate 
____  Stay up-to-date on housing choices.  When is freshman orientation? 
          When are placement test?  When is course registration? 
____  Senior Honors Night 
____ Send a final transcript to your final college choice  
 
 
 

 
 


